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üort  Cincinnati,  0. 

Denkfctjrift  3um  fünf3igjäl)rigen  Beftet)en  berfelben, 

10.  ITlai  1858  — 10.  Ulai  1908. 


j|pa§  ^Cffeturangmefen,  abgefeljen  bon  ben  fabelhaf- 
ten ©agen,  roeldhe  Situ§  £ibiu3  in  feiner  tömi* 
fcfjen  ©efdfjidjte  unb  ©uetoniuS  in  feinem  ßeben 
:be§  ©aligula  mittfieilen,  bafe  fd)on  gur  3e^  ber 
römifdfjen  S^atfer  bei  SSerfenbung  bon  grasten 
per  ©Riffen  auf  bem  ÜJlitteHänbifdtjen  DD^eere, 
löerftdherungen,  entmeber  auf  ©taatstoften  ober 
al§  ^ribat=Unternef)men  gemalt  morben  feien, 
batirt,  feiner  heutigen  ©eftalt  nach,  erft  au§  ber 
3Jlitte  ober  gegen  ©dfjluff  be§  17.  3al)rhunbert§. 
Vorher  jebodff  al§  ein  angenommener  ©ebraudj  finben  mir  e§  in 
ben  ©efdjäften  ber  beutfdhen  §anfa,  bom  11.  bi3  gum  15. 
3ahrhunbert  geübt,  mo  ber  §anfa-S3unb  ba3  Sftiftfo  ber  per 
©Riffen  ober  anbermeitig  berfanbten  Sßaaren  bem  Söerfenber 
garantirte,  tnbem  über  bie  fo  berfdjifften  SDßert^fad^en  allgemein 
SÖuch  geführt  unb  ba§  ^nbibibuum  burdh  ben  Söunb  im  $er* 
luftfalle  fchabloS  gehalten  mürbe.  SDemnadh  ift  bie  SSerftd^erung 
ober  ©arantirung  ber  SDöaarenfenbungen,  ba§  fogenannte  5CJ7a= 
rtne^SSerfidhern,  bie  ültefte  ©eftalt  be§  ^IffefurangmefenS. 

5lber  nicht  bloß  bie  33erfid)erung  bon  §anbel§gütern  unb 
SQBerthf achen  beim  üßerfenben  (in  transitu)  blieb  lange  3e^  ba3 
einzige  Sßagefpiel  beS  Kapitals  bei  Unglüdfögufällen,  mo  reiche 
Unternehmer  gegen  Unfälle  für  eine  ftipulirte  Sßorauäbegahlung 


Xi  ^ 


(Prämie)  ben  Setrag  be§  SerlufteS  üergiiteten*  3m  fpäteren 
Mittelalter  mürben  Sorfeprungen  zur  bedang  bon  Serluften 
bei  Reiter-  unb  SSran'bfdjäben  getroffen,  SDiefe  SifiloS  mürben 
gemöfinlict)  bon  ben  Munizipalitäten  ber  größeren  ©täbte  über- 
nommen nnb  burdj  erhobene  Sranbf affengelber  gebectt.  Solche 
Sranbfaffen  ftnben  mir  im  15,  unb  16,  ^al)rb)unbert  in  5lug§* 
bürg,  Nürnberg,  gilbeS^eim,  Eöln,  unb  fie  merben  mahrfdjein* 
lief)  bamalS  fdfjon  in  allen  größeren  ©täbten  beS  Ijeil,  römifefjen 
fRei(f)eS  teutfcher  Nation  beftanben  Ijaben,  Sach  biefen  Snorb* 
nungen  mürben  bie  Sefitjer  bon  Käufern  unb  ©igenthum  gef)al- 
ten,  eine  ftipulirte  prozentmäfzige  ©teuer  an  bie  Munizipalität 
ZU  zahlen,  mogegen  bie  ©täbte  in  SranbfäÜen  bie  ©rfetjung 
be§  ©chabenS  übernahmen,  a 

2)a§  ift  jeboxf)  immer  noch  nicf)t  ba§  Sffeluranzmefen  in  ber  * i 

©eftalt  mie  mir  eS  heute  linnen,  SDiefeS  batirt  zuerft  auS 
©nglanb  in  ber  zmeiten  §älfte  beS  17,  ^a^r^unbertS  unb  zmar 
bireft  bon  bem  großen  Sranb  ber  ©tabt  ßonbon  im  3a*)re 
1660,  moburep  ungeheure  Sermögen  zu  ©runbe  gingen  unb 
Zahlreiche  Menfdjen  an  ben  Settelftab  gebracht  mürben,  ©eit 
jener  ^ataftrophe  ctablirten  fich  reiche  ßeute  (meiftenS  3uben) 
in  ßombarb  ©treet,  ßonbon,  als  Sffelurabeure,  melche  gegen 
eine  ftipulirte  SorauSbezaljlung  in  ©elb  (Prämie)  baS  Sifilo 
(hazard)  ber  etma  bortommenben  Sranbfthäben  unb  Unfälle 
ber  ©chifffahrt,  innerhalb  einer  beftimmten  ^ßeriobe,  übernah- 
men. SDiefe  ßeute,  melche  „Underwriters“  genannt  mürben, 
meil  fie  ihre  SamenSunterfchriften  ben  SerfidherungSfontralten 
(Policies)  beigefügt  hatten,  erzielten  nun  mäljrenb  einer  Seihe 
bon  3afyten  grofte  Profite,  maS  bann  mieberum  Seranlaffung 
gab,  bafc  im  Parlament  borgefchlagen  mürbe,  ©efettf (haften 
follten  patentirt  merben,  melche  baS  ^ßribilegium  erhielten,  5lffe- 
luranzen  gegen  geuer^  unb  ©eefcf)äben  za  übernehmen.  SDie 
erfte  biefer  2lffefuranz-©efeHf (haften  mürbe  fchon  1670  in  ©bin- 
bürg  gegrünbet,  bie  „Friendly  Society  for  indemnifying 
losses  in  cases  of  fires  and  conflagrations“,  melche  jebod) 
nie  forporatibe  ©efehe^lraft  erhielt  unb  halb  mieber  unterging, 
meil  fie  auf  ein  in  fich  unhaltbares  Prinzip  bafirt  mar. 

Mittlermeile  reizten  bie  großen  ©eminne  ber  ßombarb 


©treet  £XapitaIiften  bie  Regierung  gu  einem  Rerfucfj,  ba3  Rer* 
ficßerungSgefdßäft  al§  eine  Abteilung  be§  giSfuS  gu  betreiben, 
ma§  jebod)  am  15.  Oftober  1681  bom  Parlament  abgefeßnt 
mürbe.  Run  folgte  menige  ^aßre  f pater  bie  Ourcfjfüfjrung  be£ 
genannten  RorfdßlagS,  Slffe!urang*(SefeIIf haften  gu  patentiren, 
mefcße  gegen  eine  beftimmte  jäßrlidße  Abgabe  be3  Reinertrags 
an  ben  ©taat  baS  auSfdfjließlidße  ^ribilegium  beS  SSerfic^e^ 
rungSgefdßäfteS  erhielten.  Oie  erfte  ber  fo  bom  Parlament 
in’S  ßebcn  gerufenen  RerfidßerungS^efeHf haften,  gegen  geuer^ 
fcßäben  fomofjl  als  aucß  Rerfuften  in  ber  ©dßifffaßrt,  mar  bie 
im  Safire  1696  bom  britifdbjen  Parlament  mit  einem  Freibrief 
auSgeftattete  „Hand  in  Hand  or  Amicable  Contribution 
Society“  in  ßonbon,  mef d)e  Retßtfame  im  gangen  britifcbjen 
SXönigreidp  erßielt.  Oie  nädßfte  ©efeHfcßaft  bem  RIter  nadf)  ift 
bie  1710  etabtirte  „Sun  Fire-Office“  gu  ßonbon. 

Oaß  man  in  Oeutfdßlanb  unb  ben  Rieberlanben  lange  an- 
ftanb  bem  SSorbilb  ©ngfanbS  gu  folgen,  ift  nidjt  angunefjmen. 
©o  fdfyreibt  RifofauS  SD^agen  in  feiner  „Rbßanblung  über 
Rffefurang"  im  $aßre  1755  (©eite  213):  „Rffefurangen  ge- 
gen ffeuerfcf)äben  finb  in  affen  großen  ©täbten  Oeutfd)Ianb§ 
eingefüßrt,  unb  mir  fjaben  aUßier  in  Hamburg  eine  fjfeuerfaffe 
bon  fürtreff  lid&em  Ruf,  in  melier  bie  bebeutenbften  §äufer  gum 
SDßertfje  bon  fünfgeßntaufenb  9Rarf  beraffefurirt  finb.  Oarumb 
audp  alle  mofylfyabenben  ßeute  fidf)  baran  beteiligen  ....  Oocp 
fann  icß  nidb)t  urnbßin,  mit  gu  bermunbern,  baß  aUßier  in 
einer  fo  fürneßmen  ©tabt,  mie  Hamburg,  eine  beraffef urirung 
bon  SOßaaren  entmeber  burdß  eine  geuer^ßaffe  ober  irgenb  eine 
fcnftige  ©efeHfcßaft  nodß  nidbjl  ftattfinbet,  meil  bocß  bie  ©efaß= 
ren  nicßt  fo  groß  beurteilt  merben  fönnen,  megen  ber  großen 
DRenge  SQöaffer  unb  ber  fürtrefflicßen  ©prißeneinricßtung 
aüßier." 

@ine  im  Saßre  1754  in  $ari3  befteßenbe  ©efeHfcßaft,  um 
gegen  ©eefcßäben  gu  berficßern,  erßielt  in  jenem  Safjr  bon  ber 
Regierung  bie  (Srfaubniß,  aucß  gegen  geuerfcßäben  gu  berficßern, 
allein  ^ßotb)ier  bemerft  in  feinem  Sßerf  „Des  Assurances“, 
§ 1,  baß  nur  SQßenrge  biefe  Rrt  Rerficßerung  benußten.  3n  ben 
Rieberfanben,  §offanb  unb  Refgien,  gab  e§  um  bie  DRitte  beS 


18.  3aWunbert3  ähnliche  geuerberftdherung§*©efenfdhaften^ 
mie  in  ©ngtanb. 

3n  jener  3eit  lag  baS  SßerfidjerungSmefen  in  5tmerita  nod) 
gängtid)  unentmidett.  §ier  beforgten  fidj  bie  SOßohthabenben 
tb)re  5tffefurang  auS  ©ngtanb.  Uebertjaupt  ejiftirte  bie  gfeuer* 
berficfjerung  in  biefem  £anbe  nicht  bor  ber  TOtte  beS  18.  3a*Us 
tjunbertS,  at§  unter  SSenjamin  gfranHin'S  Rührung  im  3^e 
1752  bie  erfte  nadj  engtifdhem  2ftufter  gebilbete  ©efettfdjaft,  bie 
„Hand  in  Hand“,  in  ^^ilabelppia  in’S  ßeben  gerufen  mürbe, 
tiefer  folgte  im  ^atjre  1783  eine  gleidjnamige  ©efeflfdfjaft  in 
9?em  5)orf. 

^m  neuen  (Staate  O^io  behalf  man  fid)  mäprenb  beS  erften 
Drittels  beS  19.  3aWunbert§,  infofern  als  man  überhaupt 
berfidtjerte,  mit  ben  ^öligen,  bie  man  fid)  auS  ^fjilabelptjia  ber^ 
fdjreiben  liefe,  ©rft  im  3<*hre  1826  mürbe  bie  nod)  jefet  befte* 
bjenbe  „Cincinnati  Equitable  Insurance  Company“  bon  ber 
StaatSgefefegebung  mit  einem  Freibrief  betet)nt.  SDiefe  ift  nach 
bem  $ßtan  ber  ^fjilabelpfyiaer  „Hand  in  Hand“  gebitbet.  3*)re 
33erfid)erung3fontratte  (^öligen)  tauten  auf  fieben  3a*Uer  unb 
merben  burd)  ein  SDepofitum  in  baarem  ©etbe  garantirt.  SE)a§ 
Spftem  mar  gu  jener  %t\i,  als  33aar=@etb  im  ÜBeften  feiten 
mar  unb  mit  bon  12  bis  20  ^ßrogent  berginft  mürbe,  burd)auS 
praftifdt).  SDie  ©efettfd)aft  lief)  nämtidp  it)r  fo  gufammengetra- 
gene§  Kapital  gegen  ©ppotfjefen  ober  fonftige  Sicherheiten  auf 
Sinfen  aus,  unb  bom  ©rtrag  biefer  Qin\tn  beftritt  fie  it)re  95er* 
mattungSuntoften  unb  bie  geringeren  3?euer*95erlufte.  3m  Satt 
gröfeerer  SSertufte  mürben  Umlagen  (Assessments)  auf  bie 
TOtgtieber  nad)  33erhältnife  it)rer  SDepofiten  erhoben,  um  biefe 
auf  bie  urfprüngtidje  §öf je  gu  erhalten.  SDßer  eS  berfäumte,  bie 
Umlage  prompt  gu  entrichten,  bem  mürbe  bie  95erfid)erung  auf« 
gehoben  unb  getöfd)t  (canceled)  unb  aufeerbem  bertor  er  nad) 
einem  3ahte  edles  Specht  auf  bie  eingelegten  SDepofiten.  9?ad) 
5tbtauf  ber  Zotigen  tonnten  biefe,  gegen  ©rtegung  einer  ©ebüt)t 
bon  fünfgig  Cents,  mieber  auf  einen  Termin  bon  fieben  3a^re 
erneuert  merben. 

Sitte  biS^r  genannten  95erftdherungS*©efettfd)aften  maren 
auf  bem  ^ringip  ber  ©egenfeitigteit  bafirt.  SDßeil  jebod)  baS 


Hji. 


£nry 


©elb  für  bie  2)epofiten  in  jenen  gelbfnappen  3e^en  tar  J®at, 
and)  bie  „Equitable“  nur  ©ebäutidjteiten  unb  fpäter  fogar  nur 
auS  Siegeln  erbaute,  öerfidjerte,  Sßaaren  aber  unb  bemegtidfjeS 
©igentfium  fomie  gabrifgebäube  auSfdjlojg,  fo  mürbe  im  Sapre 
1829  bie  erfte  in  Dfjio  auf  5tftien  begrünbete  ©efeKfdjaft,  bie 
„Cincinnati  Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Company“,  burcf) 
bie  ©taatSgefefjgebung  mit  Freibrief.  auSgeftattet,  melier 
bann,  bon  1830 — 1833  unb  fpäter,  eine  gange  S^eipe  auf  9tftien 
begrünbeter  fJeuersS5erftd^erung§^(SefeIIf haften  folgten.  SDiefe 
©efeüf haften  befaßten  fid),  mie  ja  aucfy  it)r  Sitet  lautete,  gu^ 
gleich  mit  ber  Sßerfidjerung  bon  ©Riffen,  SDampf^,  Äanal*  unb 
anberen  SSooten.  auf  bem  gtufe  unb  fpäter  bem  $anal,  unb  be^ 
ren  grasten,  nicht  btof;  gegen  SSranbfchäben,  fonbern  audfj  ben 
übrigen  Unfällen  ber  ©djifffahrt  — bie  fog.  „?Uiarine"s33er* 
fidperung. 

^m  3ah*e  1841  mürbe  abermals  im  ©taate  Dfiio  eine 
Neuerung  berfud^t,  bie  SebenSberfidjerung  mit  ber  üöerfidfjerung 
ton  SSränbfdhäben  gu  oerbinben.  CS  mürbe,  befonberS  auf 
Antrieb  beS  fpäter  in  Cincinnati  betannten  Bürgers  unb  SSier- 
brauerS,  ©eorg  TOdjael  §erancourt,  ber  im  Ctfafe  in  einer 
5Iffelurang=©efeIIfd^aft  als  Beamter  gebient  hatte,  bie  „Ohio 
Mutual  Fire  and  Life  Insurance  Company“  in’S  £eben 
gerufen,  bie  in  jenem  3a^r^  bon  'ber  SegiStatur  beS  ©taaieS 
einen  Freibrief  erhielt.  SDie  ©efeKfdtjaft  machte  grofge  f^ort- 
f dritte  im  gangen  ©taat,  unb  ^erancourt,  ber  einer  ber  SDireL 
toren  mar,  mürbe  im  3a^re  1846  ibr  ©eneraL5fgent.  5llS  foL 
djer  fiebelte  er  im  genannten  3ahre  uad)  Cincinnati  über,  mo 
er  bis  1849  in  ihrem  ^ntereffe  mirtte.  Cr  legte  bann  fein  5Imt 
nieber  unb  mibrnete  fid)  nun  bem  SSraufad),  einer  ber  bamalS 
menigen  ßagerbier^rauer  Cincinnatis.  — 3U  iener  3eü  ftanb 
bie  „Ohio  Mutual“  in  ber  tjödpften  23Iütf)e,  unb  in  allen  griL 
feeren  ©täbten  beS  ©taateS  maren  faft  fänuntlidje  beutfdje 
§auSbefifeer  in  ber  „Ohio  Mutual“  berfidhert.  Sie  ©efelL 
fdjaft  mar  gum  gröfeten  $erftdherungS*©efd)äft  beS  ©taateS 
emporgemadjfen*  ©ie  mucfeS  inbeffen  über  baS  gerechte  üftafe 
binauS  unb  burdj  experimentelle  SSerfudfje  üon  fpefutatiben  aber 
unfähigen  Beamten,  tarn  fie  an  ben  Iftanb  beS  SSerberbenS  unb 


machte  im  Spätjahr  1853  banferott,  eine  ungeheure  Kalamität 
über  ben  gangen  (Staat  D^io  Oerbreitenb,  mie  fie,  mit  5fug* 
nähme  beg  großen  23anf-SXradh§  öom  3ahre  1857  in  ber  @e= 
fdjic^te  beg  SO&efieng  nicht  oerberblicfjer  befannt  ift.  Vornehm- 
ficf)  maren  eg  bie  SDeutfdjen,  bie  in  Waffen  in  ber  „Ohio 
Mutual“  t>erficf)ert  maren,  unb  nun  ben  §au|>tfdhaben  erlitten* 
ßeute,  bie  in  gutem  ©fauben  if)r  Eigenthum  öerfidjert  mahnten., 
unb  bie  jet$t  23ranbfdhäben  erlitten,  erfuhren  gu  fpät,  bafe  bag 
Snftitut,  in  meinem  fie  fid6)  burdh  ihre  angegafjften  Prämien 
gebecft  glaubten,  nun  in  affe  SDSinbe  gerftoben  mar  unb  fie  bag 
leere  D^adfjfefyen  Ratten* 

$E)er  SSanferott  ber  „Ohio  Mutual“  rift  bann  auch,  mit 
menigen  5fugnaf)men,  bie  fange  ^teifie  ber  auf  bem  gegenfeitigen 
^ßringip  begrünbeten  S3erfid§erungg=©efeflf haften  mit  in  ben 
Strubel,  unb  bag  Softem  geriet!)  in  fdjfedfyten  Sftuf.  SÜöoher 
fam  nun  biefer  fo  gänglic!)  unermartete  igufammenbrudh  ber  big 
baf)in  großen  unb  in  glängenbem  Sffuf  fte^enben  ©efefffdhaft?  — 
Einegtheifg  fäfet  fich  mohf  annehmen,  baft  nach  langjährigen 
Erfahrungen  eg  ftdh  bemährt  fyal,  bafg  geuer^  unb  ßebengöer* 
ficfjerungen  fidh  nic£)t  mit  einanber  erfolgreicb)  oerbinben  faffen; 
mie  eg  fidh  ia  auch  ermiefen  hat,  bafg  SSerficherungg^  unb  $8anL 
gefdhäfte  nicht  auf  bie  SDauer  gufammen  harmoniren.  Entmeber 
bag  eine  ober  anbere  ©efdhäft  mirb  gu  leiben  haben.  2)ie  1857 
mit  fo  ungeheurem  Sprach  gufammengebrochene  „Ohio  Life 
Insurance  and  Trust  Company“  ift  fjietfür  ein  fdhlagenbeg 
SSeifpief. 

Ein  anberer  unb  bei  gegenfeitigen  $erfidherungg-©efefffchaf* 
ten  ber  midhtigfte  ©runb,  liegt  in  bem  Sbftem  fefber.  Obmohf 
bie  ©egenfeitigfeit  nicht  bfojg  bag  äftefte  fonbern  auch  bag  naher* 
gemäfe  richtige  Spftem  ift,  fo  birgt  bodfj  bie  SSiefföpfigfeit  ber 
Sheifnehmer  ben  SMm  gur  Uneinigfeit  unter  ben  DDUtgliebern. 
SQöir  faffen  hinüber  einen  9Jtann  reben,  ber  in  SDeutfdhfanb  unb 
Sfmerifa  afg  Beamter  einer  gegenfeitigen  ^euer^erfidfjerungg* 
©efefffdhaft  feine  Erfahrungen  gefammelt  hatte.  Seine  ferner = 
f ungen  im  3af)re  1868  gemacht,  lauten  mie  folgt: 

„$E)ag  eingige  Uebef  in  bem  SSeftanb  einer  gegenfeitigen  2Ser= 
fidherungg -©efefffdhaft  liegt  in  ber  Uneinigfeit  ber  SSerfidherten. 
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3$  fetje  beSIjalb  großes  Stifetrauen  in  bie  ßebenSfähigfeit  ber- 
felben  in  biefem  ßanbe.  gn  ©uropa  ift  baS  etmaS  2lnbereS. 
Oie  Oireftoren  ber  Rffefurang^Sefellfchaften  werben  bort  üon 
ben  Regierungen  ernannt  unb  haben  eine  fije  Befolbung,  an  ber 
nicht  gerüttelt  toirb.  £ier  aber  fcfjeitern  fie  faft  alle  am  ßa= 
boriren  in  ben  Beamtenfteüen.  §at  eine  ©efeflfdjaft  einmal 
tüchtige  Beamten,  fo  mirb  üon  ben  Rftien-©efeUfchaften  ben- 
felben  beffere  ©agen  angeboten  unb  bie  gegenfeitigen  ©efeth 
fünften  verlieren  fie.  Berfucfjt  ein  Oireftorium  feine  fähigen 
Beamten  gu  bemalten  unb  gab)It  eS  equiüalente  ©et)alte,  mie  bie 
^ftien-@efellfdjaften,  fo  fließen  Spiranten  für  beren  ©teilen 
gu  Outjenben  glei^fam  mie  ^ßilge  auS  bem  Boben  empor  unb 
bieten  ibjre  Oienfte  um  bie  igälfte,  ja  öfters  noch  billiger  an. 
3 ft  baS  Oireftorium  bernünftig  unb  meift  biefe  2ffpiranten  ab, 
fo  menben  fie  ficf)  an  bie  Siitglieber  ber  ©efeHfdjaft,  bie  ja  alle 
baS  ©timm-  unb  2öaplred£)t  befifeen  unb  agitiren  fo  lange,  bis 
bie  fähigen  unb  aufrichtigen  Oireftoren  hiaauS^  unb  unfähige 
an  beren  ©teilen  gemählt  inerben,  bie  bann  miHige  Söerfgeuge 
finb,  um  ben  Rfpiranten  gu  glühen  gu  Oerhelfen.  2BaS  begrei- 
fen audp  bk  taufenbe  öon  Stitgüeber  einer  gegenfeitigen  2tffe= 
furans-Eompagnie  üon  bem  eigentlichen  geuer^BerficherungS- 
Bßefen?  geh  inar  mehrere  gahre  Beamter  einer  Rffefurang* 
Compagnie  in  ©uropa  unb  bin  nach  meiner  Slnfunft  in  Rmerifa 
Oireftor  unb  Beamter  einer  gegenfeitigen  ©efeUfchaft  in  Of)io 
gemefen,  meid)  festere  feiner  3eü  in  fepr  gutem  ©taub  unb  Rufe 
inar.  ©ie  befafc  tüchtige;  praftifche  Beamten  unb  arbeitete  auf 
bem  gelbe  ihrer  Ohätigfeit  mit  bebeutenbem  ©rfofg,  fo  lange, 
bis  burch  ähnliche  Stagnationen  bie  Beamten  entfernt  unb 
burch  neue  erfetjt  mürben,  unb  in  ginei  fahren  barauf  mar  bie 
©efeHf(haft  banferott." 

Bßie  gefagt,  ber  Banferott  ber  „Ohio  Mutual“  bemirfte 
bie  thöridjte  2fnficht  bei  bem  nicht  benfenben  Boff,  bie  ©chulb 
läge  an  bem  ©pftem,  nicht  an  ber  unfähigen  Bermaltung  ber 
©efeüfchaft.  gn  fürgefter  griff  mürben  bann  auch  ettoa  bxtx 
Biertel  ber  bis  bahin  mit  greibriefen  auSgeftatteten  gegenfei^ 
tigen  Berfi(h)erungSs©efenf Raffen  beS  ©taateS  Ohio  aus  ber 
©yifteng  oerbrängt  unb  nur  bie  folgenden  fedh§  ©efeHfcfjaften 


erhielten  ftdj  bi3  jetjt,  anfänglich  mit  grabet  DCRii^e,  am  £eben: 
„Cincinnati  Equitable“,  „Knox  County  Mutual,  Mt.  Ver- 
non“,  „Western  Mutual,  Urbana“,  bie  fleine  „Minster 
Fire  Insurance  Company“  gu  DCRinfter,  bie  „Ohio  Farmer’s“ 
gu  £e  Sftoty  unb  bie  1851  gegrünbete  „Richland  County 
Mutual“  in  9Jtan3fietb.  23on  oiergig  betartigen  ©efeUftfjaf^ 
ten  lebten,  aufter  ben  oben  genannten,  nur  noch  bier  anbere  bi3 
gum  Sahre  1872,  al§  ba§  Ohioer  $erfi(herung^SDepartement 
in*§  £eben  trat,  bie  aber  auch  feitbem  Oon  ber  SSiXbfläche  Oer* 
fchmunben  finb.  5Xuch  bie  TOien^OefeHfchaften,  meldje  früher 
a!3  ber  gegenfeitige  $tan  in  ber  ©unft  be3  $otfe§  ftanb,  unb 
bie  bann  ein  ©efetj  ermirften,  bafj  fie  auch  auf  bem  ^ßlan  ber 
©egenfeitigteit  üerfichern  burften,  änberten  unter  bem  Oruct 
j[ene§  böfen  9^ufeS  ihre  Freibriefe  mieber  um  unb  öerficfjerten 
nur  mehr  nach  bem  SSaar^ramium  ^ringip,  tro^bem  ba§  alb 
gemeine  ©efetj  noch  bis?  jettf  fortbeftefjt. 

2Xber  auch  bie  TOiem©efettfchaften  foltten  ihre  J>eit  ber 
ferneren  Itoth  erleben.  Unter  ber  alten  $erfaffung  be§  ©taa* 
te3  Ohio  mürben  bie  fjretbriefe  für  Korporationen  üon  ber  ©e= 
fejagebung  erteilt.  Oiefe  Freibriefe  maren  gemöhnlich  ohne 
grofce  Mf)e  gu  erlangen,  ©ine  beftimmte  2tngahl  Oon  ^erfonen 
fchidte  einen  ©ntmurf  für  bie  Konftituirung  einer  ©efeUfd^aft, 
Itame  unb  ©efchäftSbeftimmung  mit  bem  nötigen  ©efucf)  ein 
unb  bie  ©efetjgebung  mar  ftetS  bereit,  einem  folgen  ©efudj  3U 
miüfahren.  ©o  mürben  oon  1826  bi3  1850  einfd6)Xie^Iic^  etma 
fünfgig  5Xffeturang^@efeIIf cfjaften  in  Ohm  in’3  ßeben  gerufen, 
beren  ©runbgüge  in  ber  £auptfadje  mot)!  giemtich  gXeid6)Iautenb 
maren,  in  ben  ©ingetnheiten  oft  utopifdje  Fbeen  enthielten. 
Utandje  biefer  ©efeftfchaften  finb  nie  in  aXtioe  Shätigteit  ge= 
treten,  anbere  braten  nach  turgem  SSerfuch  mieber  gufammen. 
2tn  ein  fpftematifcheä  Funbament  mürbe  menig  gebadet  unb  ba 
überhaupt  Xeine  ftaätliche  Kontrote  geübt  mürbe,  fo  mar  e3  eine 
SBiXbenten^agb,  bie  im  23erficherung3mefen  bama!3  h^rfchte. 
SSanferotte  Kaufteute,  bie  ihr  eigenes  ©efchäft  nicht  hatten  auf* 
recht  erhalten  tonnen,  glaubten  nun,  mit  ber  Feuet::^erMß5 
rung  gu  reüffiren,  nicht  ahnenb,  bafj  bagu  hoch  größere  ma^ 
thematifche  Kenntniffe  gehörten,  al§  ba3  bebeutenbfte  taufmän* 


nifche  Fach  nöthig  hatte,  ix>ext  mehr  noch  a!3  ba§  23anfmefen. 
5In  ba3  Stubium  ber  geuer§gefä^rltd)!eit  bxefer  ober  jener 
Eiaffe,  an  bie  Eonftruftion  ber  bauten  unb  beren  Material, 
als  bte  Urfadhen  ber  3?euer,  an  bte  nötige  Statiftif  ber  Unfälle 
in  ben  üerfdf)iebenen  Branchen,  an  bte  gerichtlichen  ©ntfdheibum 
gen  (unter  unb  neben  ben  ©efetjen),  ma3  unb  gu  meldhem  23e= 
trage  eigentlich  unter  ben  mannigfaltigen  Wortlauten  ber  Eom 
tratte  (Policen)  üerfichert  fei,  mie  meit  ber  ^erluftleibenbe  gu 
©ntfdhäbigungen  berechtigt,  unb  bie  ^Iffefuran^Eompagnie  bagu 
üerpflichtet  fei  etc.  etc.,  baran  mürbe  menig  ober  gar  nicht  ge- 
bacht. 9Jtan  badete  fich  ba§  $erfidherung§mefen  al§  eine  5trt 
52otterie=  ober  ©lücfgfpiel,  aber  üon  üorperiger  Berechnung  hatte 
man  leinen  begriff.  Oa3  Bolf  fonnte  fidh  beäljalb  nur  an  bie 
ihm  befannten  Beamten  unb  Oireftoren  halten,  mobei  häufig 
gar  lein  Berlaft  gu  finben  mar.  Oa§  ©efdhäft  mürbe  öon  foge= 
nannten  „Bunner3",  SoIigitorS  ober  Agenten  beforgt,  unb  fo 
lange  bie  2Iftionäre  gute  Profite  erhielten,  ging  ba§  ©efdhäft, 
menn  nicht,  fo  ging  bie  ©efellfdhaft  pleite! 

2113  bie  Eonftituante  üon  Ohm  im  3ahre  1850 — 1851  in 
Sitzung  mar  unb  einen  Paragraphen  ber  neuen  Berfaffung  be? 
reitS  befdhlufemä^ig  feftgeftellt  hatte,  baf*  in  Sufunft  feine  grei^ 
briefe  üon  ber  ©efetjgebung  mehr  üermiHigt  merben  follten,  ba 
brängte  fiep  eine  förmliche  'ÜJteute  fyxhtx,  bie  alle  noch  üor 
Shorfchluft  für  biefe  ober  jene  Eorporation  einen  Freibrief  fidh 
fidhern  mollte.  %n  biefer  lebten  Sitjung  ber  2egi3laiur  unter 
ber  alten  Berfaffung  mürben  etma  breijgig  neue  Berfidherung3s 
©efellfdhaften  mit  Freibriefen  üerfehen.  ©3  hat  fidh  fpäter  her* 
auSgefteHt,  ba^  üiele  ßeute  fidh  f?teibriefe  geben  liefen,  um  fie 
nachher  als  £anbel§artifel  gu  üerfaufen,  meil  man  glaubte,  e3 
tonnten  jetjt  feine  Berficherung3*©efeHfchaften  in  Ohm  mehr 
gegrünbet  merben,  ein  ^rrthum,  ben  Berfaffer  biefer  Oenffdhrift 
guerft  praftifdh  miberlegt  hat.  (Schon  früher  hatte  er  behauptet, 
ba3  Verbot  fpegififdhe  Freibriefe  au^guftellen,  fönne  bie  ©efetg- 
gebung  nicht  üerpinbern,  allgemeine  ©efetjeSbeftimmungen  gmedf§ 
©rünbung  üon  Eörperfdhaften  gu  erlaffen.  Schon  bie  erfte  £e* 
giälatur  unter  ber  neuen  SSerfaffung,  bie  im  Spätjahr  1851 
angenommen  mürbe,  paffirte  foldhe  allgemeine  ©efetje  für 


©rünbung  bon  ©emeinben,  moßltpätigen  unb  toiff cttf d^af tltd^cn 
©efeflf haften,  SSanfen  unb  ©anbelgförperf haften,  aber  bag 
erfte  allgemeine  ©efefe  für  ©rünbung  bon  SSerfieperungg^öe* 
feHfepaften,  ift  bagjenige,  unter  melepem  bie  „SDeutfepe  ©egen= 
fettige  2krfieperungg-@efellf(paft  bon  ©incinnati"  in’g  Geben 
trat  unb  gm eefg  beren  ©rünbung  bagfelbe  berfaßt  unb  ange* 
nommen  mürbe:  14  5lpril  1857. 

Sngmtfepen  lag  bag  SSerfieperungggefepäft  im  gangen  ©taat 
im  ärgern  SQßie  bei  ben  $Papiergelb48an!en  perrfepte  auep  im 
$euer^erfi(perungg-23etrieb  eine  fog.  Sßilbfaßengeit,  unb  9lie* 
manb  mußte,  obgleich  er  berfiepert  mar  unb  feine  Prämien 
begaplt  patte,  ob  im  ^all  bon  geuergbrünfte  er  auep  feine  ©nt- 
feßäbigung  erpalten  mürbe.  Sßenn  ein  größerer  SSranb  ftatt* 
fanb  unb  bie  SBerXuftleibenben  fapen  fiep  naep  ber  5(uggaplung 
iprer  ^öligen  um,  fo  pieß  eg  gemöpnltep,  bie  Compagnie,  in  ber 
ipr  berfiepert  feib,  ift  längft  banterott  gegangen,  ©o  fanb  im 
grüpjapr  1856  im  beuifepen  Viertel  ber  ©labt  ©incinnati,  an 
©de  bon  SGßalnut  unb  SDreigepnter  ©traße,  eine  große  geuerg= 
brunft  ftatt,  unb  alg  bie  Geute,  augfepließliep  SDeutfepe,  fiep  naep 
tpren  Jöerfteperungen  umfapen  (fie  maren  gumeift  in  ber  , Ko- 
lumbus Insurance  Company“,  eine  auf  ben  Krümmern  ber 
„Ohio  Mutual“  aufgebaute  5fftiem@efellf(paft  berfiepert),  ba 
maren  auep  ipre  GSranbf aff en=©elber  mit  ber  banferotten  ©e^ 
feUfcpaft  ben  5ßeg  adeg  gleiftpeg  gegangen. 

Söerf  aff  er  biefer  SDenffeprift  mar  gu  jener  3eü  Spetlpaber 
einer  33aupolg=©anbIung  unb  napm  regen  5CntpetI  an  ben  33e; 
fepmerben  ber  armen  SDeutfepen,  bie  fo  bon  gemiff enXofen  £or= 
porationen  geprellt  morben  maren.  5Cug  biefen  Urfaepen  ent* 
micfelte  fiep  bann  bie  ©rünbung  ber  „SDeutfepen  ©egenfeitigen 
33erfteperungg*©efeßfepaft  bon  ©incinnati". 

©g  mar  am  15.  Stuguft  1856,  afg  bie  folgenben  sperren  in 
ber  Dfßge  ber  genannten  33aupolgs©anbIung  bon  91attermann 
unb  9JUEer,  95o.  577  ©Im  ©traße,  fiep  eben  über  bag  geit* 
gemäße  Spema,  ber  Unfieperpeit  ber  £5?euersS3erfi(perungg=©e- 
fellfepafien  unb  ben  Jöranbfepaben  an  Söalnut  unb  SDreigepnter 
©traße  unterpielten:  ©ieronpmug  ©.  ^uplmann,  ©einriep 

DDlüKer,  SSernparb  ©euer  unb  ber  SSerfaffer  biefeg,  ©einriep  51. 
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Iftattermann,  als  ber  21gent  ober  „dünner"  ber  „Eagle 
Insurance  Company“,  §err  fetmxxä}  ^lümann,  ^tngufam, 
um  ba§  jäbrlidfye  ^ßrämium  für  $2000  SSerfidjerung  beS  §olg* 
gefd)äfteS  im  betrage  bon  fiebgig  Dollars  gu  foüeftiren.  3n*. 
bem  §err  Iftattermann  bem  Agenten  biefen  Jöetrag  einljänbigte, 
machte  er  bie  SSemerfung:  „SDa  galjlt  man  biefe  großen  $rä= 
mien  für  ein  3af>r,  unb  menn  baS  ©efdjäft  nieberbrennt,  bann 
meif;  man  nidjt,  ob  man  überhaupt  etmaS  mieber  befommt. 
$£)a£  SSeifpiel  an  ber  2öalnut  (Strafte  fiat  unS  biefeS  gum  fo  unb 
f obielten  üMe  gegeigt.  SÜßarum  fönnen  mir  ©eutfdjen  niefit 
gufammentreten  unb  eine  beutfdje  5euers^erMerun9^s®efe^:; 
fcfyaft  inB  Sehen  rufen,  mo  mir  gefiebert  mären,  baft  im  33ranb= 
fall  unS  aucft  ber  Sßerluft  begafft  mürbe?  3$  bin  gmar  nod) 
jung,  allein  id)  ftabe  bodj)  fdjon  fobiel  ^Beobachtungen  unb  ©r^ 
fa^rungen  ftier  gefammelt,  um  gu  miffen,  baft  bie  £)eutfcften 
biel  aufridfitiger  in  ihren  ©efdfjäften  finb,  als  unfere  englifdj 
rebenben  Utodhbarn."  S)ie  brei  anberen  §erren  ftimmten  lebhaft 
mit  in  baS  Argument  ein  unb  reiften  fidf)  bie  §anb,  fie  mollten 
eine  Agitation  gmedS  ©rünbung  einer  berartigen  ©efeUfdjaft 
lebhaft  unterftüften.  (Sie  beauftragten  bann  §errn  Gatters 
mann,  fidj  gu  erfunbigen,  ob  unb  mie  ein  foIdjeS  füer 

inB  ßeben  gerufen  merben  fönnte.  SOßaS  nun  meiter  folgt,  mag 
mit  ben  SQßorten  beS  SSerfafferS  biefer  ©enffdjrift  ergäbt 
merben: 

3n  ben  3a^reK  1856 — 1857  mar  ber  2fbbof at  ^ofepf)  ©. 
©gib  bon  ©incinnati  TOtglieb  beS  IftepräfentantenhaufeS  ber 
©efeftgebung.  21n  benf eiben,  ber  audj  ber  Sftedj ifS= 
anmalt  unfereS  ©efdjäfteS  mar,  manbte  id)  mid)  in  biefer  51m 
gelegen^eit.  „(Sie  miffen  mol)!,"  fagte  §err  ©gib  gu  mir,  „baft 
bie  SegiSlatur  feine  Freibriefe  mehr  auSgeben  barf.  3^  pro* 
jeftirte  ©efeflfd)aft  müftte  alfo  einen  folgen  Freibrief  irgenbmo 
auffaufen  unb  in  ben  ©endeten  nad)  Sbeen  abänbern 

laffen;  ober  aber  eS  müftte  ein  allgemeines  ©efefe  für  bie  3m 
forporation  berartiger  ©efellfd)aften  bon  ber  (StaatSgefeft= 
gebung  angenommen  merben,  unter  meld)ern  (Sie  bann  in  Sp- 
tigfeit  treten  fönnten."  — 

„2)aS  legiere,"  ermiberte  ich,  „gefällt  mir  am  beften.  2ßir 


erf  neben  '(Sie  be§bulb,  einen  folgen  ©efehegborfcblug  auäguurbei- 
ten  unb  bei  bent  näcbften  3ufummentritt  ber  £egi3latur  im  form 
menben  Januar  biefer  gu  unterbreiten.“ 

„^dj  bin  gegenwärtig  fefir  überhäuft  in  meinen  ©efcbäften,“ 
cutgegnete  §err  ©gib,  „unb  bube  feine  3e^  bugu.  5Iber  (Sie 
fönnen  bu§  ja  fetber  tpum  (Sie  finben  bie  nötige  Anleitung 
bagu  in  ben  ©efepüdbern  bon  Ob*0/  bie  Sie  au§  meiner 
Bibliotbef  mitnebmen  bürfen,  unb  arbeiten  Sie  banacb  einen 
©ntwurf  au§,  ben  icb  bann  mit  2$nen  befpredjen  Win.  Sie 
fönnen  fid6)  babei  überlegen,  wie  Sie*§  am  liebften  ubgefafgt  ha- 
ben Wollen.“ 

(Schreiber  biefeS  nahm  nun  bie  Bearbeitung  in  bie  §anb 
unb  entwarf  eine  ©efetgeSborlage,  ben  Staatgfefretär  üon  0^° 
gu  beoollmäcbtigen,  ©egenfeitige  geuer-Berficberung^@efeII- 
fcbaften  mit  forporatiben  IRecbtfamen  auSguftatten.  (To  author- 
ize  the  incorporation  of  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
panies in  Ohio.)  0er  ©ntwurf  War  in  ben  §auptgügen  bem 
Freibrief  ber  Ashtabula  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
nacbgebilbet,  nur  war  noch  nach  meiner  ^bee  hingugefügt  wor* 
ben,  baf;  uüe  unter  biefem  ©efeig  etablirten  ©efellfchaften  jähr- 
lich Btonut  Januar  einen  befchworenen  Bericht  über  ben  3^ 
ftanb  unb  bie  ©efcbäfte  be§  berfloffenen  Jahres  am  31.  0e- 
gember  beleihen,  an  ben  Staat§*2Xubitor  einfenben  müßten, 
ber  bann  ber  ©efeflfdjaft  für  ba§  nächfte  laufenbe  ^ub*  ein  3er = 
tififat  gur  weiteren  Fortführung  be§  ©efcpäfteg  auSftetten  foXIe. 
0ie  3bce,  bie  mich  3U  biefem  3ufutj  leitete,  war,  baft  baburch 
bie  unter  biefem  ©efetg  gebilbeten  ©efellfchaften  gegwungen 
Würben,  fidj  jebergeit  in  Befife  ber  nötbigen  ginangen  gu  erhal- 
ten, um  bie  (Sicherheit  ber  Compagnie  feftgufteHen  unb  bie  ©e- 
feUf (haften  bor  bem  3uf ummenbruch  gu  fcbüfeen.  0aburch 
Würben  bann  bie  Berficberten  ftetS  wiffen,  bafj  im  ffaXI  eine§ 
geuerf (habend  fie  benf  eiben  auch  vergütet  erhalten  fönnten. 

2113  ich  ben  ©ntwurf  fertig  butte,  befprad)  i<h  benfelben  mit 
§errn  ©glp,  unb  er  meinte,  berfelbe  entfpräcbe  bem  3mecf  gur 
©enüge.  ©r  würbe  ihn  im  Sunuar  mit  noch  ©olumbuS  nehmen 
unb  ber  ©efetjgebung  gur  Annahme  unterbreiten.  2X13  bie  ©e- 
fejggebung  im  Januar  1857  wieber  gufammentrat,  nubm  £err 


©gtp  ben  ©ntmurf  mit,  übergab  if)n  jebodh  bem  Vorfitjer  beS 
EommitteeS  für  nicht  munigipate  ^orperfc^aften  (Corpora- 
tions  others  than  municipal),  §errn  ©eth  ©.  §aineS  bon 
^Barren  ©ountp,  ben  §err  ©glp  für  ben  ©ntmurf  gü  interef^ 
firen  mufcte  unb  ber  bie  Vorlage  bann  am  12.  Januar  1857 
im  tftepräfentantenhaufe  als  £auS=Vortage  194  einreichte.*) 
Oer  ©ntmurf  mürbe  mit  geringen  SBortänberungen  in  beiben 
Käufern  ber  ©efetsgebung  paffirt  unb  trat  am  14.  April  1857 
in  ©efetjeStraft. 

3u  jener  3e^  bacfjte  ich  nod)  nidbjl  baran,  aftib  atS  ©e- 
fchäftSfütjrer  ber  fo  in  Vorbereitung  ftefjenben  ©efeüfdpaft  ein= 
gutreten,  bemühte  mich  aber,  in  Verbinbung  mit  ben  brei  anbern 
Herren,  bie  Agitation  lebhaft  gu  fctjüren.  Vei  ben  bamatS  ton* 
angebenben  Oeutfctjen  fanb  ich  nur  geringes  ©ntgegentonu 
men,  meil  ein  £>err,  ber  gu  jener  3*tt  als  baS  Oratet  berfetben 
in  ©incinnati  galt,  abmehrte.  Oie  Oeutfctjen,  meinte  berfelbe, 
tonnten  ein  berartigeS  ©efdbjäft  nicht  mit  ©rfotg  führen.  Unb 
fo  mußten  mir  unter  ben  fcptidpten  ßeuten  unferer  Vetanntfctjaft 
uns  umfef^en  unb  eS  gelang  unS,  eine  genügenbe  Angatjt  ber- 
fetben  für  baS  Unternehmen  gu  intereffiren.  TOtttermeile  mar 
idfj  bon  unferem  Vauhotg-@ef(häft  fef)r  in  Anfpructj  genommen, 
bis  mein  Oheim  im  ©ommer  1857  ptötjtidh  befdhtojg,  baS  ©e^ 
fdfjäft  aufgugeben.  Oa  ich  perföntidh  tein  Kapital  befaß,  um  mit 
£errn  TOtter  baS  ©efcfjäft  beS  §otghanbetS  fortguführen,  ber 
Oheim  aber  fein  Kapital,  baS  ich  ihm  bis  bahin  öerginft  hatte, 
mir  auS  ben  £änben  meggog,  fo  befdjtoß  ich  jeßt,  bie  ßeitung 
ber  gu  grünbenben  VerficfjerungS=©efeÜfdhaft  felbft  in  bie  §anb 
gu  befommen.  Um  bis  gur  Organifation  berfetben  nicpt  un* 
thätig  gu  fein,  taufte  idh  ein  ©pegereu@efdhäft  mit  2Birthfcf)aft 
oerbunben,  baS  mir  Qtit  ließ,  nebenbei  bie  Ausarbeitung  ber 
©inrichtung  beS  VerfidherungS=@efdhäfteS  fertig  gu  fteUen. 


*)  einer  fteinen  ©fijge  ber  ©efettfdjaft  bont  Safjre  1877  trau 
ein  unbebeutenber  Srrtfjum  eingefd)Iid)en,  inbent  id)  ötidjter  Spenrt) 
907orfe  al§  ben  Unterbreiter  ber  Vortage,  ftatt  §errn  §aine§  nannte. 
9tid)ter  SCftorfe  unterbreitete  eine  ebenfalls  bon  mir  berfafete  5lb= 
änberung  ber  4.  ©eftion  be§  ©efetjeS  bon  1857  im  1859  ber 

©efet^gebung.  Safjer  ber  Srrtt)um. 


©cfjon  balb  nacf)  unferer  SSefpredjung  im  Auguft  1856 
manbte  idg  mich  brieflich  an  §errn  Karl  §eingen  in  Rem  2)orf, 
ben  tcf)  anberthalb  3al)re  notier  in  ©incinnati  £>atte  !ennen  ler* 
nen,  unb  bon  bem  itp  mufgte,  bafc  er  früher  eine  BeamtenfteHe  in 
ber  „Aachener  f^euer^SSerfid^erung^-Oefellfd^aft"  gu  Aadpen  be* 
Heibet  patte,  ihn  bittenb,  mir  irgenb  SSericpte  unb  Regulationen 
begüglidh  beS  ©efdhäfteS  gufommen  gu  laffen  ober  mir  mit* 
gutheüen,  an  inen  ich  midh  be^palb  in  SDeutfchlanb  am  beften 
menben  tonne.  ©r  tpeiXte  mir  mit,  bafg  er  feine  berartigen 
^rucffdfjriften  aufbemahrt  pabe,  empfahl  mir  Jebodp,  midh  an  bie 
Beamten  ber  „©otfjaer  BerfidherungS*Banf"  in  ©ot^a  gu  men* 
ben,  bie  mir  alle  gemiinfcpte  AuSfunft  ertpeilen  tonnten.  An 
biefe  manbte  idf)  mich  benn  auch  unb  erpiett  im  barauffofgenben 
hinter  gebructte  Regulationen,  ©tatiftifen  unb  SSericpte,  nad) 
benen  ich  bann  unfere  ©efchaftSeinridhtung  bearbeitete.  fJreiXidp 
mußten  mir  in  biefem  ßanbe  in  mehreren  Arrangements  bon  ber 
bärtigen  abmeicfjen,  meiX  pier  befonberS  baS  Baumefen  unb  bie 
Baumaterialien  berfdt)ieben  bon  briiben  maren  unb  überpaupt 
feine  fo  ftrenge  Kontrole  bon  ber  Regierung  pier  geübt  mürbe, 
mie  brüben.  SDann  mar  bie  3af)I  ber  Bränbe  pier  fünfmal  grö* 
feer,  mie  in  ben  ©täbten  2)eutfchfanbS,  maS  alles  in  Betragt 
gegogen  merben  muffte. 

©inen  Rath,  ben  mir  ber  ©efretär  ber  ©otf)aer  ertpeiXte, 
bepielt  ich  feitbem  feft  im  Auge,  unS  forgfam  bor  bem  Agen* 
tenmefen,  ober  mie  er  eS  nannte,  ber  „Kolportage"  (soliciting) 
gu  püten,  ba  burdh  bie  Radplüffigfeit  ber  Agenten,  rnegen  ber 
©pefen  (commissions),  bie  ©efellfchaft  Xeicpt  bie  Kontrole  über 
ipre  ©efcpäfte  berXieren  mürbe,  tiefer  fjirtger0etg  beranlaftte 
mich  gu  ber  abftraften  ©egnerfcpaft  beS  Bettelf pftemS,  ©oliciting 
im  ©efchäfte.  ©trifte  perfönfidhe  ©inficht  in  jebeS  übernom* 
mene  Rififo  unb  feine  KommiffionS*@ebühren  für  Agenten,  auf 
bie  man  fidf)  bann  berfaffen  müffe,  mürbe  feitbem  bie  Rlajime, 
unter  melier  baS  ©efcfjäft  bon  mir  geleitet  mürbe. 

©tma  um  SDöeipnacpten  1857  glaubten  mir,  bajg  bie  3ett  gur 
Ausführung  unfereS  ^ßrojefteS  gefommen  fei,  unb  fo  mürbe 
bann  eine  Berfammlung  gmedfS  Befpredfjung  am  5.  Januar  1858 


nach  bem  ©pegereilaben  beS  £errn  Heinrich  ©talfamp,  ©de 
©reen  unb  Bremen  (Strafte,  berufen.  ObmopI  ich  bie  $er* 
fammlung  angeorbnet  hatte,  fonnte  ich  hoch  nxcf)t  an  berfelben 
theilnehmen,  meil  meine  $rab  am  felben  5bbenb  an  einem  51m 
fall  bon  9Jlagen!rampf  erlrantt  mar.  OTein  §err  5buhlmann 
mar  in  allem  inftruirt,  ber  bann  beantragte,  baft  bon  §errn 
©glft  ein  ©utad£)ten  eingeholt  merben  füllte,  baS  in  einet  gmei= 
ten  23erfammlung  unterbreitet  mürbe.  SDiefe  gmeite  SSerfamm* 
lung  fanb  am  12.  Februar  in  ber  §aHe  beS  §errn  3alob  Elein 
an  ©de  ber  ©Iber  unb  Sßleafant  Strafe  ftatt  unb  mar  fehr 
gasreich  befudjt.  3)ie  SSerfammlung  mürbe  burd)  bie  2öahl  be§ 
§errn  Safrb  §uf*  3um  SSorfi^er  unb  meiner  SOSenigleit  gum 
(Sefretär  organifirt,  unb  §err  ©gib  unterbreitete  bann  fein 
fdjriftlidfyeS  ©utachten,  baS  lebhaft  befprodjen  mürbe.  2)ann 
marb  mit  grafen  ©inmütfjigfeit  befdploffen,  baft  mit  ber  Or-< 
ganifation  ber  ©efeüfdjaft  energifd^  fortgefahren  merbe,  unb 
baft  ^räfibent  unb  ©efretär  bie  ferner  nötigen  SSerfammlum 
gen  berufen  unb  ber  (Selretär  bie  SSerpanblungen  berfelben  in 
ben  brei  täglichen  beutfdjen  Sangen  publigiren  fällte,  ©in 
Committee  bon  breien  mürbe  ernannt,  baS  Unterfdjriften  gur 
SÖetfjeiligung  an  bem  Unternehmen  f ammein  folle  unb  baSfelbe 
berichtete  in  ber  gmeiten  SSerfammlung,  baft  fie  bereits  105  Um 
terfdftreiber  gefammelt  hätten. 

SDiefe  SSerfammlung  am  26.  gebruar  1858  in  SDaumann’S 
§aHe,  an  ber  jetzigen  EJfcSDUden  9Ibe.  unb  ©Iber  (Strafte,  mar 
berufen  morben,  um  baS  3nIorporationS^2)o!ument  gu  untere 
geichnen.  3^r  ^Beglaubigung  beS  SDolumentS  mar  ber  Elotar 
grang  Mengler  gefommen.  2)aS  , (Sdjriftftüd  mürbe  bon 
folgenben  §erren  untergeichnet : 


Safob  §uft, 

§.  51.  9tattermann, 

.£>.  §.  Äufjlmann, 
C?cnrb  ©tatfamb, 
Sotjann  §eiitr.  DMtfev, 
§cnrb  Sitfiitg, 
ökorg  $.  SCßeüer, 
5tnton  iSumbufd;, 


33.  Söarburg, 
•Öernrid)  Jhitf, 

31  baut  §ornun|,  fr., 
Sot)u  §enrl)  ütufdje, 
Öcorg  öoo§, 

.^crtrl)  33ecfmann, 
33'alerttin  ©idjentaub, 
$10113  ©eifjfer, 


SBccften, 

$.  £.  £ovtc, 

3).  Ütiemeier, 
$ 3Ö.  Hieier, 

(L  $.  9Jleiev, 

Sot)n  ^anfbauer, 
fö.  333m.  9fleier, 

3.  ^orftmann, 


£>enri;  Qll)lbranbt, 

Qlnton  QSierfdf)it(ing, 
§enrtj  Q3öre§, 

^ßeter  £0*3, 

Qgcrnarb  TOöller, 
Hermann  QB'tlberS, 
Öcnrt)  Qgertnemann, 
SMetrid)  ©taubermann, . 
^afob  §off, 


Sofjn  ©ebljarbt, 
2öm.  ^rettnittg, 
©erfjarb  gifdjer, 
35ernt)arb  ©d)itlte, 
@eorg  §öffer, 

$reb.  ßabemaitn, 
S'oljn  Proton, 
ütubolpf)  Satlmann 
?petec  QJtüÜer, 


Ö-  93abc, 

Qlnbrelu  Qörelpit, 
{\ran3  9teif, 

Öenrt)  ütafdje, 

QTun.  5ßengbau§, 
ütubotyf)  9tömer, 
§enrl)  $htoft, 

£>enrt)  Q3arbe§, 
^van3  9tatterrnann. 


tiefes  2)ofument  mürbe  aber  bom  ©taatSfefretär,  Slbb'tfon 
Muffel,  als  nicht  gefe&mcijgig  beglaubigt,  gurüefgemiefen,  bie 
Beglaubigung  müffe  bor  einem  griebenSrichter  gemalt  fein, 
darauf  mürbe  bann  bom  ©etretär  eine  D^ad6>rid6)t  in  ben  beut- 
fd6)ert  Leitungen  pubtigirt,  bafj  biejenigen,  bie  fid6)  an  bet  gn^ 
forporation  ber  (SefeÜfdjaft  gu  beteiligen  münfehten,  fidb)  am 
15.  9ttärg  jenes  gahreS  in  ber  Offtge  beS  griebenSridhterS 
griebridh  §.  9tömefamb  einfinben  mähten.  §ier  fanben  fid6)  nun 
bie  untenfolgenben  Sperren  ein,  melche  bie  gntorboration^Ur^ 
funbe  untergeichneten.  S)iefe  gange  ©rünbungSgefctjicfjte  mit 
ben  guftänbigen  mitten  mag  hier  in  boH  miebergegeben  merben, 
mie  fie  ben  Regeln  ber  ©efeüfchaft  borangebrueft  mürbe: 


2ßir,  bie  untergeichneten  ^erfonen,  unb  mohnhafte  Bürger 
bon  §amitton  (Sountty,  im  (Staate  £)f)io,  bis  gur  3a^  öon 
fünf  unb  mehr,  begeugen  hiermit,  bafj  mir  unS  gegen  einanber 
berbunben  haben  unb  h^rmit  berbinben,  um  eine  gegenfeitige 
geuerberficherungSs©efeHfdhaft  gu  grünben;  bafe  ber  Itame  an^ 
genommen  für  biefe  ©efettfehaft  mie  folgenb  ift:  „£)ie 

beutfehe  gegenfeitige  BerfidherungS^öefeH- 
fchaft  bon  ßincinnat i",  unb  unter  befagtem  tarnen 
folt  biefe  ©efetffd^dft  befannt  fein,  bafe  biefe  befagte  ©efellfchaft 
fott  unb  hiermit  gegründet  ift  für  ben  folgenben  3^edf,  baS  ift: 
um  baS  ©efdfjäft  ber  gegenfeitigen  Berfidherung,  gegen  Berlufte 
unb  Befchäbigung  burct)  geuer,  an  ©ebäuben  aller  5trt,  unb 
fotdheS  anbere  ©igenthum,  ober  Sheüe  bon  ©igenthum,  gu  be= 


3ncorporation5=Mr&imÖc. 


Main  Office. 


* 


treiben,  tote  e3  tjiernad)  bon  ben  SDirettoren  in  ben  Regulationen 
unb  Rebengefetjen  befagter  ©efeüfcfjaft  beftimmt  toerben  mag, 
xmtertoorfen  ben  fßrobifionen  ber  Sitte  ber  ©enerat-^Cff etrtbli) 
be§  (Staate^  Dtjio,  betitelt:  „©ine  Sitte,  um  bie  ^nforporation 
Oon  gegenfeitigen  SSerftdljerungS =©ef ellfcfjaf ten  gu  beftimmen," 
paffirt  Slprit  14.,  1857,  mit  alten  ^ribitegien  u.  f.  to.,  toetdje 
befugte  Sitte  erlaubt,  unb  untertoorfen  allen  Reftimmungen 
berfetben.  Unb  toir  bezeugen  ferner,  bafe  bie  §aupt*0ffice 
biefer  befagten  ©efettfdjaft  in  ber  (Stabt  ©incinnati,  Otjto,  ge* 
legen  fein  fott. 

©egeben  unter  unferer  §anbfd)rift  unb  (Sieget  biefen  15. 
Wärt  1858. 


Unterf Trieben,  befiegett  unb  beglaubigt  in  unferer  ©e= 


gentoart. 

8.  §• 

R ö to  e t a m p. 

3»f. 

©.  © g l p. 

§ citri)  5£itfmann  (L.S.)  9scbn  2).  fRtemeier  (L.S.) 

93ernarb  ftlatyep  (L.S.) 

§enrt)  ©talfamp, 

9lbam  £>ornung,  fr., 

Stjeobor  SJtütter, 

£>enrt)  ©{ding, 

903.  ©djorfbeibc, 

§enri)  SJtütter, 

Sinfer t, 

l*eter  8 eff  et, 

©eo.  §öffer, 

Utuppert  Stifter, 

£>cnrl)  Jtrufc, 

903ilber§, 

£>.  903.  SSerger, 

^riebrid)  ^abentann, 

$.  ©taubermann, 

Vernarb  ©etfenbed, 

93.  ©tjtmann, 

©erwarb  $tfd)er, 

933m.  2)ütmontt, 

©eorg  SJtiilter, 

9lbant  ®iet)t, 

©eorg  2oo§, 

S£boma§  Srägeffer, 

9sof>n  93ornbl)fe, 

£.  51.  Stattermann, 

©cttfrieb  Jtöbter, 

9(.  Qumbufcb, 

£>.  «fhtbtmann, 

Hermann  2>ter§, 

9sofob  93aumgarbner, 

©eorg  ff.  Leiter, 

^riebrid)  5£idbctu§, 

9sobn  ^uftneder, 

9$afob  £>uft, 

9sobn  §enrt)  Stitfdje, 

903m.  $rettning, 

9lnbrea§  93rebnt, 

l*eter  903ei%et, 

§ £>ötfd)er, 

§.  Stafdje, 

2ti.  Söietbäuper, 

Sohn  §anfbauer, 

9soI)n  ©ebf)arbt, 

£.  93edmann, 

93.  93.  Slufting, 

©.  ff.  meijev, 

£>enrt)  93öre§, 

^rons  ©d)mieftng, 

Ö'ronä  Steif, 

93.  Sübbermann, 

©erarbuS  9s-  90ßittebrod, 

Siubolpb  ^attmanu, 

9s.  ©.  JterSfer, 

©a|)t.  £>enrt)  2tieb<ut§, 

ff.  903.  SJteljer, 

£enri)  Mer, 

Sofepb  ÜJtente, 

SInton  33ier j<f)itling. 

903m.  ©ötfe, 

£>enrt)  93arbe§, 

9sobn  Slbtbranb, 

Gctenten§  ©tal)er, 

93.  91.  Stouloenborft. 

93ernarb  ©dfutte, 

91  §.  903ingerberg, 

2)  e r ©taat  £>  £)  t o, ) 

§amitton  (Sonnte.  j 

Sei  e§  ^unb  unb  gu  SDßtffert  gebracht,  bafg  an  biefem  fünf* 
getonten  Sage  be§  DD^ortatg  Btcirg  A.  D.  1858  bor  mit,  bem 
Unterf  Geriebenen,  ein  griebenSriäfjter  in  unb  für  befagte§ 
(Saunte,  perfonlicf)  erfcfyienen  (tjter  folgen  bie  borftef)enben  tu- 
rnen), bie  Untergebener  be3  obigen  au^gefteHten  3ertififate§, 
io eld6)e  Stile  unb  ein  3eber  berfelbcn  beglaubigten,  baf$  ba3  Un- 
terf d^r eiben  unb  Befiegetn  beSfelben  if)t  freier  Sltt  unb  SQßiHe, 
gum  Qtiotdt  ber  barin  angegebenen  Beftimmungen  fei,  unb  bafe 
biefelben  alle  tooI)nI)afie  Bürger  bon  §amitton  (Sonnte,  im 
Staate  Oi)io,  feien. 

3um  3^ugni^,  mobon  idj  Ijter  meine  ^>anbfdb)rift  unb  Sie- 
get, gu  (Cincinnati  an  biefem  15.  Sage  be3  BtonatS  9ttärg  A. 
D.  1858,  beigefügt  tjabe. 

§♦  Sft  ö m e ! a m p,  f5rxeben^ri(f)ter.  [l.  s.] 


Ser  Staat  0 tj  i o,  'f 
§amitton  (Sounte.  J 

3$,  9^t  i et?  a r b §.  Stone,  (Stert  be§  (Sommon^teaS* 
©ericfjteä  in  unb  für  befagteS  (Sonnte,  bef^einige  hiermit,  baft 
2?.  §♦  Sftömetamp,  bor  toetdjem  bie  obigen  Beglaubigungen  ab= 
gegeben  gu  fein  fcfjeinen,  mar  gur  3e*t  ber  Slnnatyme  berfetben 
unb  ift  gegenmärtig  ein  fmnbetnber  grieben§ridt)ter  in  unb  für 
^amitton  (Sounte,  Ot)io,  gehörig  eingef Comoren,  bebottmädb)tigt 
unb  quatifigirt  aI3  fotd^er,  unb  baf}  feine  §anbfctjrift  bagu  - 
ec^t  ift. 

3eugntj3,  meine  §anbfi^rift  unb  ba3  Sieget 
|A.  s.]  befagten  ©eri(f)te3  gu  (Sincinnati,  biefen  17.  Sag 
be§  DltonatS  Btärg  1858. 

IR.  §.  Stone, 

(Stert  beS  (Sommon^tea3*@ericete3  in  §amitton  (So.,  0. 


Office  beS  ©taatS-©elretärS, 

© o l u m b u 3,  O.,  ben  18.  9Jlärz  1858. 

34  51  b b i f o n Muffel,  ©taat3*©efretär  beS  ©taa* 
teS  ©hio,  befcheinige  hiermit,  bafc  baS  obige  ©efetlfchaftS- 
3ertififat  ber  „Oeutfdjen  ©egenfeitigen  Söerfid^erungS-©ef eH= 
fdjaft  bon  ©incinnati",  eine  getreue  5lbfd)rift  bon  bem  Original 
ift,  welches  gegenwärtig  in  biefer  Office  borliegt  unb  ein- 
regiftrirt  ift. 

3eugnif3,  meine  offizielle  §anbfc(jrift  unb  baS 
[i..  s.]  grofce  Siegel  beS  ©taateS  gur  3eü,  unb  am  Orte 
obengenannt. 

51.  % Muffel,  Staatssekretär. 

5lm  Montag,  ben  22.  Uiärg,  fam  baS  3er^Pa^  ^ ©taa tS* 
©elretärS,  welches  bie  ©efeHfchaft  gefetjmäfzig  mit  Freibrief 
berfal),  in  meine  §änbe  zurücf,  unb  fo  warb  bann  eine  53er- 
fammlung  ber  Unterzeichner  auf  SDUitWoch  5Cbenb,  ben  24. 
TO rg,  nach  ber  National  §alle,  400  S3ine  Strafte,  berufen,  in 
Welcher  ber  ©rfolg  unferer  Bemühung  mit  greuben  begrübt 
würbe.  Oie  53erfammlung  befdjloft  fobann,  baft  baS  ©iret^ 
torium  ber  ©efeHfdjaft  aus  neun  Sßerfonen  beftehen  foHe,  baft 
bie  breifad)e  Anzahl  ^anbibaten  in  S3orfdjlag  gebraut  unb  bie 
SGßahl  ber  ©ireftoren  am  DOUttWodj,  ben  31;  TOrg,  z^if c^en  6 
unb  8 Uhr  5tbenb3  abgehalten  unb  um  8 Uhr  barauf  eine  53er- 
fammlung  ber  Snforporatoren  ftattfinben  folle.  ©ewählt  Wür- 
ben bei  ber  50ßahl  bie  §erren  Safob  §uft,  Heinrich  ©idmann, 
•pieronftmuS  §.  ßuhlmann,  Heinrich  ©tallamp,  ©einridj  TOI* 
ler,  SSernharb  ©eEenbed,  5Cbam  §ornung,  fr.,  $apt.  ©einrid) 
95iehau3  unb  §enrp  ©iding.  ©iefe  59Sahl  würbe  bann  in  ber 
5lbenbberfammlung  beftätigt. 

©aS  erwählte  ©ireftorium  organifirte  fidh  am  2.  UXpril  in 
ber  „Sftainbom  §aE",  an  TOin,  gmifdhen  13.  unb  5Wifon 
Strafte,  burd)  bie  503ahl  beS  §errn  3atob  §uft  Bum  ^ßräfiben- 
ten  für  baS  laufenbe  3aftr  unb  §errn  5lbam  §ornung,  fr.,  als 
probiforifd)en  ©etretär.  ©3  würbe  bann  noch  eine  S^eihe  bon 
©itjungen  beS  ©irettoriumS,  theilS  in  ber  Etainbow  §aEe,  tfjeilS 


im  Schullofal  ber  Ebangelifdfjen  Rix d)e  an  Elm  Strafte  (Jfta* 
fd^igS)  unb  theilS  in  SeltnerS  „National  ®alle"  abgehalten,  in 
melden  eine  SSerfaffung  unb  Dtfebengefefte,  bie  gorm  ber  Söiid^er 
unb  ^erfidfjerungS^Sdhetne  Oßoligen),  fomie  ein  (Siegel  ber 
E'ompagnie  beraten  unb  angenommen  mürben,  (Sin  ßofal  für 
©efchäftSoffige  mürbe  im  2 . Stodf  ber  National  §aüe,  gmei 
3immer  für  $10  per  Monat,  gemietet  fobann  baS  nötige 
Offi^Mobilar  unb  einen  feuerfeften  Scftranf  befteHt,  unb  ge= 
bruefte  SSerfaff ungen  unb  Regeln  fomie  bie  nötigen  Söücher 
bef  Raffen. 

Am  19.  April  fonb  e^ne  allgemeine  Söerfammlung  ber  Um 
terfd^reiber  ber  3>nforporation  in  ber  „National  §atle"  beS 
§errn  3dftner  ftatt,  in  meldjer  bie  SSerfaffung  unb  Mbengefefte, 
mie  fie  öom  SDireftorium  bereits  angenommen  maren,  gur  S3e^ 
ftätigung  unterbreitet  mürben.  @3  mar  eine  aufgeregte  83er* 
fammlung,  meld£)e  fo  red^t  bie  beutfefte  9tationaUUntugenb,  bie 
Uneinigfeit,  offenbarte.  2)a3  SDireftorium  hatte  bie  öon  §errn 
Sftattermann  borbereiteten  Schriften  an  gmei  Abenben  einzeln 
bureftberathen  unb  gum  SSefcftluft  erhoben  unb  nun  glaubten 
einige  Herren,  baft  biefe  Angelegenheit  nodfjmalS  bon  Leuten 
bebattirt  merben  follte,  bie  abfolut  fein  SSerftänbnift  bon  ber 
Sache  hotten.  23efonber3  maren  eS  gmei  Herren,  bie  auf  biefe 
neue  2ßei3heit3främerei  brangen  unb  bie,  als  ein  gefteHter  Am 
trag  ber  IRatififation  ber  bom  SDireftorium  angenommenen  SSor* 
läge  ihre  Debatte  abfdbjnitt,  mit  großer  ^eftigfeit  baS  ßofal 
berlieften,  morauf  ein  allgemeiner  Aufbruch  ftattfanb,  fo  baft 
nur  bie  Sireftoren  unb  etma  ein  SDuftenb  Herren  gurüdfblieben. 
Ser  Antrag  mar  jebodb)  angenommen  unb  mürbe  fo  protofollirt. 

Am  barauffolgenben  Abenb,  20.  April,  mürbe  fobann  in 
einer  Sireftorenfiftung  §err  £.  A.  Ütattermann  einftimmig 
pm  ftänbigen  Sefretär  unb  ©efcftäftSführer  ber  ©efeflfdfjaft  ge- 
mahlt  unb  gmet  Abenbe  fpäter  fein  ©eftalt  auf  fünfgig  Dollars 
pro  Monat  für  baS  laufenbe  ^aftr  beftimmt,  anfangenb  mit 
bem  1.  Mai.  An  biefem  Sage  hofften  bie  Sireftoren  au<h  baS 
©efdhäftSlofal  eröffnen  p fönnen,  allein  bie  nötige  SJefdfjaffung 
ber  Sdftriften  unb  SSüdher  fchob  ben  Eröffnungstag  auf  Mon- 
tag, ben  10.  Mai  1858  hinaus. 


SDtöttlermeile  nutzte  aucp  ba§  gefetjtidp  borgefdpriebene 
©runbfapital  befc^affen  merben,  nämtidp  fünfunbgmangigtau* 
fenb  Sottar§  in  ^rämiennoten  auf  ebentuett  gu  berficpernbeS  ©e* 
bäubeeigentpum  unb  gmeitaufenb  unb  fünfpunbert  So'ttarä  in 
baarem  ©elb.  §ier  trat  alfo  bie  Opferfreubigfeit  ber  ©rünber 
ber  ©efeKfdpaft  in  lebenbiger  9lftion.  güt  bie  löefdpaffung  ber 
$rämium*97oten  mürben  ben  Slorporationämitgliebern  bom  ©e* 
fretär  am  3.  5CRai  97acpridpt  gugeftettt,  bafe  fie  fiep  in  ber  unter* 
teffen  bezogenen  Offige  einftetten  füllten,  um  biefe  ^rämium* 
Mieten  auf  ipre  üorpabenben  §äuferberfidperungen  gu  untergeidp* 
neu,  unb  gmar  in  Saaten  gemäf;  ber  bereite  angenommenen  Sa* 
bette,  metdpe  auf  etma  gepn  ^rogent  burdpfdpnittlicp  berechnet 
loar.  SSom  5.  bi£  8.  Stftai  einfcpliefelidp  erfdpienen  52  ber  ©rün* 
bungSmitglieber  unb  geidpneten  gufammen  $25,480  foldper  97o* 
ten  auf  $285,000  profpeftibe  SSerficperungen  geftüpt,  gu  benen 
nodp  am  borgen  be§  10.  3CRai  eine  meitere  Itote  für  $100  auf 
$2000  SSerfidperung  pingufam,  epe  bie  erfte  gütige  auSgefteltt 
mürbe.  5lm  ©röffnungStag  mürben  bann  16  83erjtdperung3* 
potigen  auSgeftettt,  mofür  $1,742.80  $|Mmium*97oten  unb 
$87.14  in  SSaargapIung  in  Empfang  genommen  mürben. 

Sie  $efdpaffung  be§  nötpigen  SSaarfapitalS  gefepap  auf  fol* 
genber  Sßeife.  SSon  brei  ber  ^nforporatoren  mürben  gufam* 
men  $850.00  ber  neuen  ©efettfepaft  gegen  fedp3  ^rogent  3*nfen 
auf  ein  !Japr  geliepen.  3u  biefem  Kapital  legten  bie  Sirettoren 
nodp  ein  Sepofitum  in  ©.  §.  58uffing§  S3an t bon  $2000,  mofür 
fie  ipre  gemeinfdpaftlidpe  ^ßerfonatnote  untergeidpneten.  Samit 
mar  bem  3nforporation3gefep  mepr  al§  ©enüge  geleiftet.  Sie 
©efeKfdpaft  mar,  epe  bie  erfte  ^olige  au^geftettt  mürbe,  im  SSefitj 
bon  $25,580  5)3rämium*D7oten  unb  $2850.00  23aar*©etb.  $n 
ber  SSerfammlung  bom  1.  Kftittmodp  im  Segember  1858  mürbe 
burdp  Sßefdpluß  be§  SireftoriumS  ber  ©efretär  Beauftragt,  ben 
Untergeidpnern  ber  $rämium*97oten  be3  ©arantiefonbg  mit 
San!  ipre  gegeidpneten  Knoten  mieber  guguftetten,  ba  bie  ©efeK* 
fepaft  im  pinreidpenben  SSefip  ber  mirflidpen  auf  SSexfidperungen 
empfangenen  97oten  fei,  um  bem  ©efep  ©enüge  gu  leiften. 
©benfaKS  mürbe  Befdptoffen,  ben  Sireftoren  ipre  für  bag  23ant* 
Sepofit  au§gefteKte  Ktote  audp  mit  Sanf  gurüdfgugeBen.  5lm 


31.  SDegember  jenes  $apreS  patte  bie  ©efellfdpaft  bereits  ^ßoügen 
gum  betrage  bon  $762,765  auSgefteHt  unb  bafür  UiettosSßrä* 
mium^oten  für  $58,963.23  unb  aufrerbem  33aar=@elb  gum 
betrage  bon  $2649.98  im  33efip.  9htr  ein  Heiner  geuerberluft 
gum  betrage  bon  $16.99  mar  erlitten-  unb  begaplt  unb  aufter- 
bem  $2489.50  für  S&rtoaltungSunfoften  unb  ©inridptung  beS 
©efdpäftS  berauSgabt  mobben. 

2Öenn  man  aber  benft,  ber  Aufbau  unferer  ©efellfdpaft  fei 
fo  gar  leidet  unb  opne  Kämpfe  bor  fiel)  gegangen,  fo  irrt  man 
fidp  fepr.  SOöie  alles  in  ber  SDßeXt  patten  mir  audp  unfere  3u^ 
genb?  unb  giüiplingSftürme  in  ben  erften  3a^ten  3U  beftepen. 
SEüefe  Biberfadpen  maren  tpeilS  äußerer,  tpeilS  innerer  Statur, 
unb  icp  ftepe  niept  an  gu  erflären,  bafe  bie  inneren  Kämpfe  bie 
gefäprlidpften  maren  unb  mepr  atS  einmal  unfer  ©efetlfcpaftS* 
fdpiff  gu  ftranben  bropten.  2)ie  uns  entgegenftarrenben  brau* 
enben  Klippen  maren  bie  fpridpmörtlidpe  beutfdpe  Uneinigfeit  unb 
bie  eingebilbete  $bee,  baf$  jeber  Hopf  gu  jebem  2öerf  bie  nö- 
tpige,  mrnn  nidpt  gar  bie  beffere  gäpigfeit  befäfee.  ©o  mürbe 
im  Januar  1861  eine  SDireftorenmapl  mit  ber  auSgefprocpenen 
5fbfidpt  auSgefodpten,  einen  Spiranten  in  bie  ©efretärSftelle  gu 
beförbern,  ber  abfolut  feine  Oualififation  für  baS  2lmt  befaf}. 
2)ocp  bie  ©efeKfcpaft  patte  ©lücf,  benn  obmopl  bon  bem  2BapU 
gettel  ber  Umftürgler  fieben  aus  neun  SEüreftoren  gemäpft  mur* 
ben,  fo  trat  boep  ber  nüdpterne  ©ebanfe  in  ben  ©eift  meprerer 
ber  fo  gemäptten  2)ireftoren:  „2ßaS  mirb  auS  bem  ©efepäfte 
rnerben,  menn  mir  alles  umftürgen?"  unb  bei  ber  Organifation 
beS  SDireftoriumS  mürbe  ber  ©efretär  mit  fedpS  gegen  gmei 
©timmen  mieber  gemäpft,  einer  ber  SDireftoren  mar  abmefenb. 
©inmal,  als  bie  2)ireftoren  im  3apre  1867  fidp  mit  ber  2lbfidpt 
trugen,  ein  fleineS  ©efdpäftSlofal  gu  bauen  unb  gum  3medfe  ber 
SSeftätigung  eine  ©eneraUSBerfammlung  in  ber  Sefferfon  §alle 
beriefen,  föfte  fidp  btefe  SSerfammlung  in  tollem  Xöirrmarr  auf. 
2)ie  SDireftoren  fonnten  nidpt  gu  2ßorte  fommen,  um  baS  9?üp= 
lidpe  beS  $orfcplagS  gu  erflären:  man  überfdprie  jeben  berf eiben, 
menn  er  fprecpen  mollte.  211S  bann  im  3apre  1877  bie  2)ireH 
toren  baS  jepige  ftolge  Offige=©ebäube  erridptet  patten,  mogu  fte 
unter  bem  ©efep  bie  auSfdptiefjlicpe  SSollmadpt  patten,  berfam^ 
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mefte  ftdj  eine  2Inaafjf  unaufriebener  Mitglieber  bei  ber  2ßafjF 
berfammlung,  um  Störung  au  machen,  allein  ber  gefunbe  23er^ 
ftanb  ber  Mefjrtjeit  ber  Mitgtieber  blieb  Sieger,  3dj  min  nur 
nodp  einen  SSorfaCC  berichten,  bafj  e3  einft  einem  ftarrföpfigen 
30^itgliebe  einfiel,  im  ©eridjte  bie  5Iupfung  ber  Compagnie  au 
beantragen,  inbem  er  forberte,  baft  bie  borljanbenen  Ueberfdfjüffe, 
mefdfje  bie  Starte  ber  ©efetlfdjaft  bilben,  unter  bie  Mitglieber 
bertfyeilt  merben  fällten,  Mein  ber  Kläger  mürbe  bom  ©eridjte 
mit  ftrafenbe  SSemerf ungen  be§  9ticf)ter3  abgemiefen  unb  in  bie 
Soften  beS  ^roaeffeä  berurttjeift.  Dfodfy  anbere  Streitigfeiten 
finb  borgefommen,  aber  borftefjenbe  SSeifpiele  müffen  genügen, 
um  au  aetgen,  bafe  audj  unferer  (Sefellfdfjaft  bie  Cinberfranf- 
feiten  nidfjt  erfpart  mürben,  ift  ber  $8aum,  eine  beutfdje 
Cidje,  ftarf  genug  gemorben,  um  allen  Stürmen  trogen  au 
fönnen. 

SDie  äußeren  ©efapen  maren  minber  brotjenb,  fie  ent- 
micf  eiten  fidfj  au§  ber  ©efdfjäftäfonfurrena.  2IU  unfere  ©efeH- 
fcfyaft  im  Mai  1858  in’3  ßeben  trat,  beftanben  in  Cincinnati 
26  bam.  27  geuer-  unb  9Jtarine^erfperung§^@efeIffdf)aften 
mie  folgt: 


Adams, 

American, 

Boatmen’s, 

Buckeye  State, 

Central, 

Cincinnati, 

City, 

Commercial, 


Eagle, 

Eclipse, 

Farmers, 
Franklin, 
Hamilton  County, 
Home, 

Jefferson, 

Lafayette, 

Magnolia, 


Merchant's  and 
Manufacturer’s, 
Miami  Valley, 
National, 

Ohio  Valley, 
Portsmouth, 
Queen  City, 
Washington, 
Western, 


SDiefeä  maren  fämmtlicfy  5Iftien=.  (Capital  Stock)  Com- 
pagnien, mit  ©runb^Capital  bon  je  fjunberttaufenb  bi3  fünf* 
punberttaufenb  SDoftarä  TOien,  aufammen  mefjr  af§  brei  Mil- 
lionen $DoHar3  Capital  5Iuf}erbem  beftanb  nodf)  bie  alte 
Cincinnati  Equitable,  al§  Iftepräfentant  be§  gegenfeitigen 
$rinaip3,  unb  unter  bem  Centucfper  ©efefe  in  Cobington  bie 
Mercantile  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  bie  im  ^afjre  1859  einen  Cpoer 
Freibrief  faufte  unb  fid)  bann  al§  Union  Ins.  Co.  f)ier  etab= 


Urte.  SDann  mar  eine  lange  9teipe  öftlicper  unb  englifdper 
geuers93erfidperunggs©efenfdpaften  piet  burcp  Agenturen  ver- 
treten, bie  „9Xetna"  unb  „SJMjoenij"  bon  §artforb,  bie  „§ome" 
unb  „©ermania"  bon  99em  9)orf,  bte  „granXlin"  bon  sppilabel* 
ppia,  bie  „ßonbon,  ßiberpool  unb  ©lobe"  bon  ©mglanb,  unb 
einige  anbere  fogar  burdp  ©eneral-9lgenturen;  gufammen  maten 
mepr  alg  fünfzig  augmärtige  ©efetlfc^aften  in  ©incinnati  tpä- 
tig,  alg  unfere  ,,^)eutfcf)e  ©egenfeitige"  alg  jüngfteg  Cinb  unb 
Confurrent  in  SD^itbemerb  trat  unb  gmar  unter  bem  in  Verruf 
ftepenben  ©egenfeitigfeitg-^ßlan, 

2ftit  mehreren  ber  Beamten  ber  bamalg  beftepenben  93er^ 
ficf)erungg-©efeHf ctjaften  trat  icp  fofort  in  f reunbf dtjaf ttidtjen  93er* 
fcpr,  inbem  icp  eg  alg  eine  unerläßliche  Siegel  unferer  ©efetlfchaft 
ben  SDireltoren  unb  bem  am  1.  ^uni  1858  angeftellten  ^nfpel* 
tor  ber  ©efeUfcfjaft,  ^opann  ©etberg,  empfapl,  ung  burcpaug 
nid6)t  in  bie  ©efdpäfte  ber  anberen  Compagnien  eingumifdpen, 
unb  fo  menig  mie  möglich  um  Iftififo’g  gu  betteln,  ba  idp  annapm, 
baft  alle  unfere  DCRitgXieber  aucp  quafi  Agenten  ber  ©efeHfdpaft 
fein  mürben,  ©o  gemann  idp  baXb  unter  ben  Underwriters 
bie  Sperren  §enrp  ©.  ©pencer  unb  ©.  903.  2ßcßau$ptin  bon  ber 
„gtremen’g",  ©apt.  2pomag  g.  ©dert  bon  ber  „90ßeftern", 
Iftidparb  ©.  £ee  bon  ber  „SQöafhington",  93.  93.  903piteman  bon 
ber  „9flerdpantg  anb  90?anufacturerg",  Robert  93urnet  bon  ber 
„©incinnati",  ^opn  91.  2omnlep  bon  ber  „©ommercial"  unb 
mehrere  anbere  §erren  gu  meinen  perfönlidpen  greunben. 

903üprenb  mir  fo  mit  ben  meiften  pöperen  93eamten  ber  ©in* 
cinnatier  93erftdperungg*@efenfdpaften  in  freunbfcpaftlidpem  ©in* 
bernepmen  ftanben,  malten  ung  bie  fog.  Iftunnerg  ober  ©olici* 
torg  berfdpiebener  ©efeüfcpaften  mandperlei  ©dpmierigXeiten,  be* 
fonberg  mar  eg  ein  gemiffer  grie'btidp  5DeH,  bet  als  9Xgent  ber 
„DD^ercantiXe"  bon  ©obington,  eg  fidp  angelegen  fein  ließ,  unfere 
©efeHfdpaft  alg  ein  ©dpminbelinftitut  gu  berbäcptigen.  9flit 
einem  93rief  bom  4.  ^uni  1858  ftopfte  icp  bem  §errn  fein  un* 
gemafdpeneg  ©pradpmerfgeug.  ©inem  anbern  §errn,  ber  im  9Ü9ärg 
1859  über  ung  falfdpeg  ©erüdpt  augguftreuen  fucpte,  bropte  idp 
im  9SieberpoIunggfaHe  mit  einer  93erleumbunggflage.  9Xnbere 
geringere  93erbädptigungen  mußten  mir  ung  eben  gefallen  laffen, 


tüte  3.  33.  ein  33erfid)erungg-31gent  fidj  im  öffentlichen  ßolal  aug- 
briiefte:  „$E)ie  beutfdjen  33auern,  meldje  nidjtg  bom  33erfidje= 
rungg=@efd)äft  berftefien,  merben  halb  mit  bem  SSerfuch  am 
Cnbe  iljreg  Satein  fein."  31udj  bag  31bf Freden  bon  bem  Un- 
tergeicfjnen  bet  ^rämien^oten,  moburd)  bie  ©efaljr,  bafe  biefe 
9ä>ten  Begabt  merben  müßten,  in  ben  fcfjmärgeften  färben  ^en 
ßeuten  auggemalt  mürbe,  lönnten  mir  nicf)t  ber^inbern.  3n 
biefen  gälten  half  ung  bag  33ertrauen,  bag  in  bie  Sftedjtfdjaf* 
fen^eit  unb  Cfjrlicfyleit  ber  SDeutfdjen  bod)  gefegt  mürbe,  über 
aHe  biefe  33orurtfyeile  fjinmeg.  (Sieben  galjre  Ratten  mir  über- 
ftanben  unb  gum  großen  Spei!  bie  Cinmänbe  übermunben,  bie 
man  bezüglich  ber  ^rämien-5ftoten  erhob  unb  in  bie  Sebent 
fäljigleit  ber  ©efeHfdjaft  fetjte,  alg  ung  plötjlid)  ein  gefährlicher 
geinb  in  ben  30ßeg  trat,  inbem  eg  berfucht  mürbe,  burdj  einen 
heimtücfifchen  31nfd)Iag  unfere  (SefeHfdjaft  gefejjltdj  aufgulofen. 

3m  ganuar  1865  erhielten  mir  einen  SSrief  bon  Sfjomag 
Sfjerlod,  bem  bamaligen  Sßräfibenten  ber  City  Insurance  Co. 
unb  0ugleich  beg  Cincinnati  33oarb  of  Unbermriterg,  mir  foH^ 
ten  ung  bem  Board  of  Underwriters  anfefylieften  unb  ihre 
SlatentabeKe  annefymen.  S£)er  33rief  mürbe  laut  33efd)lufj  beg 
SDireltoriumg  am  30.  ganuar  batjirt  beantmortet,  baß  mir  eine 
rein  gegenfeitige,  burdj  DCRitglieberfchaft  berbunbene  Eörper^ 
fdjaft  feien  unb  begfjalb  bie  ^aten  beg  Board  of  Underwriters 
nicht  annefimen  lönnten.  2)er  SSrief  in  burdjaug  höflicher  SDßeife 
abgefafct,  erllärte,  baft  aug  biefem  ©runbe  mir  ung  nicht  bem 
Cincinnati  33oarb  of  Unbermriterg  anfdjliefjen  lönnten.  2)a* 
mit  glaubten  mir  biefen  Vorfall  erlebigt.  51ber  einen  DOtfonat 
fpäter  lam  ung  plötdicfy  bie  5tunbe,  eine  Vorlage  fei  im  Senat 
ber  ©efetjgebung  beg  Staateg  Ofjio  unterbreitet  morben,  bie 
ben  auggefprodjenen  3med  berfolgte,  unfere  ©efeHfcfyaft  auf- 
gulöfen.  3)ie  Vorlage  hatte  ben  unfdjulbigen  Sitel:  „A  bill 
to  authorize  the  incorporation  of  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Companies  in  the  State  of  Ohio.“  Unter  biefem  Ijarmlog 
augfefjenben  Sitel  berbarg  ftch  aber  ber  eigentliche  3med  ber 
Vorlage  in  ber  Sdjlufcf eltton,  bafj  bag  ©efetj,  unter  bem  un- 
fere ©efeKfdjaft  gegrünbet  mürbe  — alfo  aud)  beftanb  — hier- 
mit miberrufen  fei.  2)ag  mar  beg  ^ßubelg  Eern!  $E)enn  bie  in 


ber  Vorlage  beftimmten  Regulationen  maren  berartig,  bafj  feine 
gegenfeitige  Compagnie  bie  Confurreng  mit  ben  Rftien^öefefB 
f (haften  befielen  fonnte.  SDie  unter  biefem  ©efetj  fianbefnben 
Compagnien  fönten  bet  Sfugfteffung  tbjrer  ^öligen  eine  $ßrä- 
mien=©ingahfung  in  Vaar*@efb  ergeben,  üon  nicht  ireni? 
g e r afg  bie  üom  Board  of  State  Underwriters  feftgefetgte 
einjährige  Prämie,  unb  aufjerbem  gur  Sicherheit  noch  eine  ^ßrä* 
mtum^Rote  gum  fiinffad^en  Setrag  ber  einjährigen  Prämie. 
SDamit  märe  jebe  gegenfeitige  ©efeüfchaft  unmöglich  gemorben, 
benn  mer  mürbe  bann  in  einer  folgen  ©efetffdjaft  eine  ebenfo 
grofee  Prämie  gahfen  mie  in  ber  5fftien-©efefffchaft  unb  über^ 
bem  noch  eine  fünfmalige  f c^rif tlid^e  Verpflichtung  hinterlegen, 
bie  Oon  ben  Stftien=@efeflf (haften  nicht  geforbert  mürbe? 

Verfaffer  biefeg  lieft  fich  ein  gebrudteg  ©jempfar  ber  Vor- 
lage fchicfen  unb  reifte  bann  in  Vegfeitung  unfereg  ißräfibenten, 
§errn  §emmefgarn,  nach  ©ofumbug,  mo  mir  eine  Vefprecfjung 
mit  bem  betreffenben  Rugfcfjuft  beg  Senatg  nachfuchten  unb 
unfere  ©inmänbe  gegen  bie  Vorlage  erhoben.  SDie  Vorlage  mar 
oon  (Senator  ©undef  öon  SDapton  eingereicht  morben,  mie  er 
fagte  auf  Sßunfdj  her&orragenber  Verficherungg-Veamten  Oon 
©incinnati.  (Senator  ©ggfefton  ha^e  bie  Vorlage  öon  ©incin- 
nati  mitgebracht  unb  ihm,  Senator  ©uncfef,  gur  ©inreichung 
übergeben.  „3<h  hQbe  bie  Vorlage  gar  nicht  geXefen,"  fagte  ung 
§err  ©uncfef,  „unb  biefelbe  auf  bie  Verfidjerung  beg  §errn 
©ggfefton,  baft  bie  Verfaffer  ber  Vorlage  gu  ben  hetOorragenb* 
ften  Verficherungg-Veamten  in  Stabt  (©incinnati)  gehöre 
ten,  eingereicht."  Stuf  unfere  Rachfrage,  mer  benn  biefe  §erren 
feien,  erfuhren  mir,  eg  feien  ^räfibent  Shomag  Sfjerfod  öon 
ber  ©itp  3>ufurance  ©ompanp,  Söm.  9R.  Ridjarbfon  öon  ber 
©nterprige  ^nfurance  ©ompanp,  unb  Sßräfibent  SC.  9R.  Searfeg 
oon  ber  Rterdjantg  anb  Rianufacturerg  ^nfurance  ©ompanp 
in  ©incinnati.  SDßir  ftöberten  noch  bag  DRanuffript  ber  Vor- 
läge  in  ber  Staatg-2)ruderei  auf  unb  fanben  bagfelbe  in  ber 
§anbfchrift  beg  §errn  Ridjarbfon.  Ruch  e*n  Vrief  ber  brei 
§erren,  morin  fie  um  bie  Unterbreitung  ber  Vortage  unb  beren 
günftige  Stuf  nähme  nachfuchten,  mürbe  ung  Oon  Senator 
©undef  gegeigt.  Unfere  Vemerfung,  baft  mir  6000  Stimm- 


gebet  in  Hamilton  ©ountp  hinter  ung  Ratten,  trug  gute  ff riid6)te 
unb  fcfjon  am  nädfyften  Sag  berichtete  bag  Committee  bie  Bor^ 
läge  an  ben  ©enat  guriid,  mit  bet  (Empfehlung,  fie  auf  unbe- 
ftimmte  3e*t  gutiicfgulegen  (to  indefinitely  postpone  the 
same),  moburdf)  bie  Notlage  abgetan  mürbe. 

Sie  ©ad()e  hatte  aber  bennod)  ein  9tad)fpiel.  2ßir  Ratten 
in  ben  fieben  Sagten  fdf)on  einen  ftarfen  5(nfjang  unter  ben 
größeren  ©ef db)äf t^Ieuten  non  ©incinnati  gemomten,  bie  ipren 
Bortljeil  in  unferet  Compagnie  fanben,  unb  ba  mit  bag  3J la- 
nöner,  ung  aug  bet  ©jifteng  gu  gefe^geben,  nicht  nerfjeimlidfyten, 
auch  mit  ben  tarnen  ©hettod,  Sftidfyarbfon  unb  ©eatleg  unb 
ben  ©efeHfdhaften,  bie  fie  repräfentirten,  nid£)t  hinter  bem  Berge 
hielten,  fo  gab  bag,  obmoljt  mit  non  unferet  Dfftge  aug  nichts 
traten,  non  unfeten  TOtgliebern  einen  Boplott  gegen  bie  brei 
Compagnien,  bie  big  batjin  unter  ben  Seutfcfjen  gtofe  ©efdpäfte 
Ratten.  Sarauf  Ijin  erhielt  ^räfibent  pemmelgarn  einen  Brief 
non  perrn  5t.  9Jt.  ©earleg,  batirt  27.  Oltober  1865,  melier 
unferm  Sireftorium  unterbreitet  unb  auf  beffen  ^nftruttion  in 
einem  längeren  Brief  an  petrn  ©earleg  unter  Saturn  beg  24. 
Itonember  beantmortet  mürbe.  Sag  ©nbrefultat  mar,  bafe  perr 
©earleg  alg  ^räfibent  ber  DCRerchantg  anb  9Jtanufacturerg  3>nf. 
©o.  refignirte  unb  nad(j  Buffalo  fortgog,  morauf  mir  mit  ber 
genannten  ©efetlfcpaft  miebet  ^rieben  fd^loffen.  Sie  (Eitp  $nf. 
©o.  aber  nereinigte  fich  lurg  nad)fjer  mit  gmei  anberen  ©efeEU 
fchaften  unb  bilbeten  bie  (Enterprise  3nf*  ©o.  perr  ©perlocf 
aber  trat  alg  Underwriter  non  ber  Büpne  unb  perr  Bidfyatb* 
fon  fiebelte  nadp  Item  2)ort  über.  — ©o  fjat  unfere  ©efellfdjaft 
aud)  ihre  Cämpfe  in  ben  erften  3a^ren  3U  befielen  gehabt,  allein 
fie  pat  fie  alle  glüdlidj  übermunben.  ©eljen  mir  ung  jetjt  bag 
folgenbe  Bilb  an: 

ffünfgig  ^afjre  finb  feit  unferer  ©tünbung  norüber  gerollt. 
9D7it  notier  Craft  ftept  bie  „Seittfdje  ©cgcnfeittge  Bcrftdjc= 
rmtgg=©efcllfefjaft''  alg  ein  Utonument  beg  gefdfyäfttidjen 
2Bof)lftanbeg  unferer  ©tabt  ba,  mäprenb  non  ben  26  b^m.  27 
©incimtatier  ffeuer-Berficherungg ^©ef ellf (haften,  bie  gut  3e^ 
beftanben,  alg  mir  alg  bag  jüngfte  Cinb  beg  Berfidjerunggmefeng 
bapier  unfer  (Erfcheinen  malten,  nur  mepr  brei  am  fieben  finb, 


nämlidp:  SDie  Cincinnati  ©quitable,  bie  9Rercpant3  unb  50 Ga* 
nufacturerS  unb  bie  National  3nfurcmce  Company.  Rodp 
mehr,  bon  18  feitbem  in*3  Geben  getretenen  ©incinnatier  RU 
tien  ^euer^  unb  2Jtaxine=$öerftdf)erung§^©efeIIf(^aften,  nämlich 


And.es, 

Amazon, 

Anchor, 

Aurora, 

Burnet, 

Enterprise, 


Eureka, 
Farmers’  and 
Mechanics’, 
Fidelity, 
Germania, 
Globe, 
Merchants, 


People’s, 
Security, 
Standard, 
Tobacco, 
Triumph  and 
Union. 


finb  gegenwärtig  nur  mehr  bie  ©urefa  unb  ©ecuritp  am  £e^ 
ben.  Ron  fedp3  feitbem  gegründeten  gegenfeitigen  Rerfidperung^ 
©efeltf haften  unferer  (Stabt  — §ome  ORutual,  5Redpanic§ 
Mutual,  9Rerdpant§  Mutual,  Riutual  $ire,  $hoeni£  Mutual 
unb  ©un  Mutual  ift  einzig  nur  mehr  bie  ©un  Mutual  in  Spä- 
tigfeit.  Cincinnati  pat,  nach  biefem  Ru3mei§,  mit  feinen  Rer- 
fidler ung ^ = © ef ellf cpaften  feinen  ©rfolg  3U  bezeichnen  unb  ba3 
gefunfene  Kapital  unferer  ©efdpaftSleute  in  ben  Rftien-CefetU 
f cpaften  Wirb  auf  hier  bi§  fünf  ORillionen  SDollarä  gefcpäpt. 
„2)ie  ÜDeutfdpen,  bie  folcp  ein  ©efcpäft  nidpt  3U  (Stande  brin- 
gen  fönnten,"  wie  ber  §err  bon  1856  behauptete  unb  bie  „beut* 
fcpen  dauern,  bie  bald  mit  dem  ©efcpäft  am  ©nbe  ipre§  ßatein 
fein  würben,"  wie  ber  Rgent  bom  ^apre  1859  fiep  au^brüefte, 
haben  e3  bodp  fertig  gebracht,  ein  fräftigeä  ^nftitut  auf  gefun* 
ber  ©runblage  bafirt,  auf3ubauen  unb  3ur  ©röfce  3U  führen. 
Rerfaffer  biefe§  barf  auch  Wahl  fagen,  baft  e3  fein  ©lücfäfpiel 
mar,  ba3  un§  fo  podp  empor  führte,  fondern  gefunbe,  ntatpe* 
matifdpe  Reredpnung,  borfidptige  ^nfpeftion,  f orgf ältige  2öapl 
unb  ein  ridptigeä  ^3rin3ip  in  (Scpäpung  ber  DCRögXidpf eiten  bei 
geueräbrünften.  ferner  ftrifteS  geftpalten  an  den  ©efepen 
unb  Regulationen  be§  (Staates,  mie  ber  ©efellfdpaft;  abfolute 
©prlicpfeit  in  ber  Rermaltung  unb  bolle  Vergütung  ber  RerlufU 
leibenben  bei  geuerfcpäben,  in  allen  fällen  mo  bie  Rerficperten 
nidpt  bie  Regulationen  übertraten.  ©3  mag  pier  mitgetpeilt  mer= 
ben,  bafe  bie  „SDeutfdpe  ©egenfeitige"  in  ben  fünf3ig  fahren 
tpreS  SSeftepenö  nur  einen  einzigen  $ro3efi  für  5euers^er^u^ 


A&tt  ER^ 


älLL^ 


in  ben  ©ertöten  gu  befielen  patte,  ben  fie  in  allen  ^nftangen 
gemamt,  meil  ber  Kläger  bie  Regulationen  ber  Compagnie  über= 
treten  patte. 

5lm  1.  Januar  biefeg  !Japreg  patte  bie  ©efellfcpaft,  bie  leine 
Agenten  befcpäftigt,  ipren  Beamten  eg  fogar  berbot,  fiep  um 
Rerfidperungen  gu  bemerben  (soliciting),  unb  ipr  ©efcpäft  aug= 
fcplieftlidp  auf  §amilton  ©ountp,  Opio,  bef(pränli,  $23,019,= 
483.50  Rerfidperungen  in  mepr  alg  9000  ^öligen  in  Straft. 
S£)ag  gefammte  bermenbbare  Kapital  mar  auf  $1,320,353.75 
angemacpfen,  babon  $498,330.04  in  Raar=Eapitalien  angelegt. 
SDer  ©efammtbetrag  aller  Raar=^rämien  feit  ©rünbung  ber 
©efellfcpaft  bon  ben  Rerfidperten  (Rtttgliebern)  erpoben,  belief 
fidp  am  31.  2)egember  1907  auf  $1,614,732.77.  Ron  biefem 
©elb  mürben  an  bie  DRitglieber  für  Rerlufte  begaplt  $505,= 
724.04  unb  an  SDibibenben  unb  ©ebüpren  ben  Rtitgliebern 
$530,091.11  bergütet,  mag  mit  ber  borpanbenen  Referbe  in 
Raar  $498,330.04  bie  ©efammtfumme  bon  $1,534,145.19  er- 
gibt, fo  bap  gu  ber  fünfgigjäprigen  ©efdpäftgbermaltung  bon 
bem  eingegaplten  ©elb  ber  berfidperten  DRitglieber  nur  $80,= 
587.58  berauggabt  morben  ift.  tiefer  Retrag  mirb  allein 
burdp  bie  an  ben  ^iglug  (Rer.  (Staaten,  Staat  unb  ©ountp) 
begaplten  Steuern,  gum  Retrage  bon  $150,560.77  mepr  alg 
aufgemogen.  2ßag  bie  ahfänglidpen  Rebenlen  begüglicp  ber  un= 
terfdpriebenen  ^ßrämium^Roten  betrifft,  fo  mürben  bon  $6,927, * 
398.81  big  gum  31.  SDegember  1907  an  bie  Rugfteller  $6,105,= 
375.10  gurücferftattet,  bgm.  gelöfcpi,  unb  nur  mepr  $822,023.71 
finb  alg  Sidperpeitgfapital  ber  ©efellfcpaft  nodp  in  Slraft. 

Ron  ben  ©rünbungg=9Ritgliebern  (^nforporatoren)  leben 
nur  mepr  gmei:  §.  21.  Rattermann  unb  ©eorg  grang  SDßeiler. 
2lucp  unter  ben  bigperigen  SDireftoren  pat  ber  Sob  fleißige  ©rate 
gepalten,  mie  bie  nacpfolgenbe  alppabetifdp  georbnete  Gifte  be= 
geugt.  — (SE)ie  mit  £reug  berfepenen  Ramen  begeidpnen  bie  ge= 
ftorbenen;  bie  mit  Sterncpen  begeicpneten  refignirten  bom  5£)i= 
reftorium.) 

f5lf)ren§,  ^ofm  f£sauc/,  Soljn>  fDCRoerlein,  (£f)nftian, 

fSlutt,  ^öfob,  t^nunelciarn,  §envl),  t^Dtitcller, 

t^allaitf,  Sublüig,  f^'oeffer,  $rart3,  f9He()ctu§,  §enrlj, 
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f SÖafi,  So^n,  f^oeffer,  9tifoIau§,  t9tiel)au§,  $iofebb, 

f58aumgarbner,  ^afob,  t§°ffmann,  9ftidjael,  fijlfiefter,  0riebrid), 
58edmann,  0.  2ö.,  f^ornung,  9lbam,  fr.,  t^attermann,  §•, 
t^cdmamt,  £>enrb,  f^mbing,  $oI)tt  2Ö.,  Übielag,  %. 

t^Benber,  5Eßm.,  f§uft,  ^afob,  # -jlRoeloetatnb,  $.  §., 

f58en3,  Q-ranj,  t^ntioalle,  $.  SB-,  *©anber,  9lboIbb, 

f 93(et),  ^Inton,  f^o-fjannigmamt,  Wat!).,  foanntng,  3$.  £>., 

f58öl)tner,  9IIbert,  atCertborf , 0riebrid),  f©d)erer,  Sofef»^, 

f58ratnfd)e,  ©eorg  $.,  f^atttneber,  ^riebrid),  f©d)tnibt,  §enrt), 

t93rel)m,  5JInbrelo,  *<<?arrmaitn,  fyerbinanb,  ©dfreiber,  Seonljarb, 

t53uening,  5lnton,  fJUeiner,  Htteinrab,  t^cbröber,  0.  ©., 

fS£)idtnann,  §.  §.,  t^totter,  ©eorg,  fr.,  fSiding,  £>enrt), 

fSDirfcr,  Stcträd),  Jfof)mefd)er,  $.  §.,  f©iefert,  Sofebf), 

t©cf)ert,  5ßeter,  t^üdemebcr,  2oui§,  f©talfamb,  §enrt), 

federt,  9JHd)aeI,  §.  £>.,  f^^f)tnann,  ^obtt, 

f0rie§,  DJtidjael,  f^ürae,  ütobert  9J1.,  -f93erfamb,  ©•  £>-, 

0rö()Ucb,  ßonrab,  *2admann,  TOert,  5Berfamb,  $of.  99., 

f©eHenbed,  93ernf)arb,  f£ang,  ^uliu§,  fSBonberbetbc,  0-rana, 

t©ramb',  DJlidjael,  Sitebbert,  ©.  58*.  §.,  2öetfe,  «Karl, 

f©udenberger,  Karl,  freier,  §.  SQßrn.,  SEßueft,  91., 

3)a3  gegenwärtige  SDtreftorium  befielt  au3  folgenben  §erren: 

£?.  9B.  58edntann,  © 58*.  £.  Sitebbert,  3jcfebb  95.  58etdatnb, 
Knnrab  gröblich,  $■  £>•  91ielag,  ' Karl  5Eßeif3, 

§•  Kobmefdjer,  Sconbarb  ©Treiber,  91.  9Bueft. 

)3rä(li»cnfen  öcr  <&efcflfri|aff. 

3 a f o-  b § u ft 1858 

§.  2)  i d nt  a tt  n 1859 

©eorgKlotter,  fr 1860 

91  tt  t o n 58  I e b 1861 

§ e n r b © d)  tn  i b t 1862 

§enrb  §emmc(garn 1863 — 1866 

© c o r g $ t o 1 1 e r,  f r 1867 

ftrtebrid)  ßallcit  borf 1868 

£>.  91  o c lo  c ! o m b 1869 — 1881 

Serfelbe  ftarb  aut  3.  ^itli  1881.  9In  feine  ©teile  trat 

§ e lt  r b § e m tu  e I g a r tt  . . 1881—1893 

©eftorben  aut  6.  Februar  1893.  ©ein  9tad)foIger  loitrbe 

© c o r g 0.  58  r a nt  f d)  e 1893 

Serfelbe  ftarb  am  12.  S£e3einbcr  1893.  ®r  loitrbe  gefolgt  bon 

£ e o u I)  a r b © d)  r e i b c r . • 1893—1908 

©egeulocirtig  5£räfibent  ber  ©efellfdjaft. 


StknVdt  ttcr  t&efeflfrfiaft. 

51.  tft  a 1 1 e r tn  a n rt,  gemäfjtt  am  20.  5tf)rit  1858;  feitbem  ftän= 
big  im  5tmt  unb  gum  51.  Wate  miebergemät)tt  am  13.  Sanitär  1908. 


$rija^mcifler  t*er  <&efeflfri|aff. 


b a m 0 r n tt  n g,  f r 1858 — 1859 

S 0 f e b t)  © i e f e r t 1860—1861 

W i cf)  a e t ft  r i e § 1862 

5tnbrem$8ref)m 1863 — 1864 

ftriebrid)$attenborf 1865 — 1866 

ftriebridf^fiefter 1867 — 1868 

5t  t b e r t So  efjmer 1869—1883 

2)erfetbe  ftarb  am  11.  Suni  1883.  ©ein  Otactjfotger  mürbe 

©eorgft.  53ramfcf)e 1883—1893 

2)erfetbe  reftgnirte  am  8.  Februar  1893  unb  mürbe  3um 
^räfibenten  gemätjtt.  St)nt  folgte 

Sofef)f)53.  Sntmatle 1893 — 1895 

©r  ftarb  am  31.  5tuguft  1895.  ©ein  9tacf)foIger  mürbe 

©eorg§.  tßerfamb 1895—1897 

©eftorben  am  28.  Suni  1897,  mnrbe  gefolgt  bon 

ff  erbinanb  fiarrmann 1897 — 1905 

©erfetbe  refignirte  unb  an  feine  ©teile  trat 

<£.  SB.  Suebbert 1905—1908 

2>er  gegenmärtige  ©cfmtjmeifter. 


fütföfckrefärc  int  tr  ®utf|f|atfer. 

©eorg  flotter,  St.,  1860—1861 ; refignirte  am  1.  Suni  1861. 

Sofef)^  ©eba  ft  tan  i,  bom  1.  Suti  1861  biB  1908.  ©eftorben 
am  17.  5lf3rit  1908. 

X t)  e 0 b 0 r 5ßi  I nt  e B,  bom  1.  Dftober  1868  biB  1906.  ©eftorben 
am  15.  Sanuar  1906. 

ft  r a n 3 2).  Iftattermann,  bom  1.  Dftober  1895  biB  3ur  ©egens 
mart.  S^t  erfter  ^ütfBfefretär. 

tfranj  S-  ©cfymitt,  bom  1.  5lJ)rit  1904  biB  je^t  atB  ameiter 
SrmtfBfetretär. 

ft  0 t)  n ft.  £)  b e r b e <f,  bom  12.  Suti  1905  biB  fet|t  atB  £>ütfBfefretär 
unb  93ud)f)atter. 


&&fd|ä^er  unit  Sttfjjc&fürett. 

^ot)n@erber§,  getoöfjtt  am  1.  ^uni  1858,  ftarb  am  15.  SuU  1888. 

^ c o r g Ä l o 1 1 c r,  %x .,  gelnäfytt  Januar  1863,  refigmrte  am  1. 
Styril  1867. 

$ r i e b r i dj  33  t tt  m,  gett)äl;lt  am  10.  3Ibril  1867,  ftarb  am  15. 
$uni  1902. 

® t e t r i dj  ^atlenborf,  getränt  3luguft  1888,  ftarb  am  23.  910= 
bcmber  1888. 

ßart  Äallcttborf,  getränt  9tobember  1888,  bi§  ^utt  1899. 

S o f c f)  f)  i I g e f o r t,  getränt  8.  3lugttft  1888,  ftarb  am  8.  9los 
bcmber  1904. 

S|}aul  ©fjräft,  getoät)lt  12.  S«ü  1899,  ftarb  am  7.  3ty>ril  1906. 

S of  e b t)  33.  §cllmanrt,  gelrätjtt  ^ejembcr  1904,  bi§  jur  ©e= 
gentrart. 

©ottlieb  Ritter,  gelüä^tt  Sinti  1906,  bi§  jur  ©egettiDart. 


Leonard  Sghreiber,  President. 

1895  — 1908. 
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NSURANCE,  especially  Fire  Insurance,  as 
a business  is,  aside  from  the  fabulous 
writings  of  Titus  Livius  in  his  Roman 

History  and  Suetonius  in  his  life  of  Ca- 

ligula,  that  in  the  time  of  the  ancient 

Roman  Empire  assurances  were  con- 
tracted,  by  which  the  safe  arrival  of 

vessels  and  their  cargoes  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean  Sea  were  insured,  either  by  the 
state  or  by  private  persons,  dates  in  its 
present  form  no  further  back  than  to  the 
latter  half  of  the  seventeenth  Century.  Before  that 
time,  however,  we  find  it  as  a common  business  trans- 
action  practiced  by  the  Northern  or  German  Hansa, 
from  the  eleventh  to  the  fifteenth  Century,  where  the 
Hansa-Bund  assumed  the  risk  of  the  goods  and  mer- 
chandise  carried  in  vessels  to  distant  ports,  by  keeping 
book-accounts  of  the  same  and  guaranteeing  to  the 
sender  its  safe  delivery  at  the  place  of  destination. 
Therefore,  the  assurance  of  merchandise  in  transitu,  the 
so-called  Marine  Insurance,  is  the  oldest  feature  of 
assurances. 

However,  not  the  insurance  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandise in  transitu  alone,  remained  for  a length  of 


time  the  only  venture  of  Capital  in  cases  of  mishaps, 
where  rieh,  enterprising  persons  reimbursed  for  a stipu- 
lated  advance  payment  (premium)  the  amount  of  an 
eventual  loss  to  the  sufferer.  Düring  the  latter  years 
of  the  mediseval  age  precautionary  measures  for  the 
indemnification  of  losses  in  case  of  fires  and  conflagra- 
tions  were  taken,  principally  by  the  municipalities  of 
larger  cities,  who  assessed  on  the  owners  of  houses  and 
buildings  an  annual  tax  as  fire-fund  (Brand-Kasse)  for 
the  eventual  indemnification  of  losses  in  case  of  fire. 
These  fire-funds  were  organized  and  managed  by  the 
cities  of  Nueremberg,  Augsburg,  Cologne,  Hildesheim, 
and  probably  in  all  the  great  commercial  towns  of  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire  of  the  German  nation. 

That  is,  however,  not  the  mode  of  insurance  as  now 
known.  This  dates  back  to  the  latter  half  of  the  seven- 
teenth  Century  and  to  England,  and  particularly  to  the 
great  conflagration  of  the  city  of  London  in  the  year 
1660,  whereby  enormous  values  were  lost  and  many 
persons  of  fortune  reduced  to  beggary.  Since  that 
catastrophe  several  rieh  persons  (especially  Jews)  estab- 
lished  themselves  in  Lombard  Street,  London,  as  as- 
surers,  who,  in  consideration  of  a stipulated  advance 
payment  in  money  (premium),  agreed  to  indemnify  the 
parties  in  cases  of  fires  and  conflagrations ; and  also 
against  the  hazards  of  navigation  to  the  shippers  so 
insured  during  a specified  time  the  value  of  the  ships 
and  their  cargoes  in  transmission.  These  capitalists 
were  called  Underwriters  because  they  subscribed  their 
names  to  the  contracts  ( policies ) issued  by  them.  The 
fact  that  these  Underwriters  realized  during  a long, 
successful  period,  great  profits,  caused  a project  to  be 
introduced  in  the  British  Parliament,  that  regulär  Com- 
panies should  be  patented  and  authorized  to  hold  the 
exclusive  privilege  to  carry  on  the  business  of  fire  and 
marine  insurance.  The  first  of  these  Companies  for 
fire  insurance  was  organized  in  Edinburgh  in  the  year 


1670,  “The  Friendly  Society  for  Indemnifying  Lösses 
in  Cases  of  Fires  and  Conßagrations,”  which  Company, 
however,  never  obtained  corporative  rights  and  soon 
collapsed  for  want  of  correct  fundaments  on  which  the 
society  was  organized. 

In  the  meantime  the  large  profits  realized  by  the 
Lombard  Street  capitalists  tempted  the  English  govern- 
ment  to  introduce  the  insurance  business  as  part  of  the 
regulär  fiscus  of  the  state.  This  proposition,  however, 
was  voted  down  by  Parliament,  October  15,  1681.  A 
few  years  later  followed  the  adoption  of  the  proposi- 
tion, to  organize  insurance  Companies  patented  by  the 
government,  subject  to  an  annual  tax  to  be  paid  for  the 
privilege  of  carrying  on  the  Underwriting  business  in 
Great  Britain.  The  first  Company  thus  chartered  by 
Parliament,  in  1696,  was  the  “Hand  in  Hand  or  Amicable 
Contributing  Society ” of  London,  which  obtained  the 
exclusive  privilege  to  insure  against  losses  by  fire  and 
the  dangers  of  navigation  in  Great  Britain.  This  ex- 
clusive privilege,  however,  was  afterwards  repealed,  and 
then  new  Companies  sprang  into  existence,  the  oldest  of 
which  was  the  “Sun  Fire-Ofhce  of  London 1710. 

In  the  seaport  cities  of  Germany,  Bremen,  Emden, 
Hamburg  and  Luebeck,  and  in  the  Netherlands  the 
English  mode  of  insurance,  was  soon  copied.  Thus 
writes  Nicholas  Mennen  in  his  essay  on  Insurance,  in 
the  year  1755  (page  213)  : “Assurance  against  damages 
by  fire  are  established  in  all  large  cities  in  Germany, 
and  we  have  here  in  Hamburg  a fire-office  (Feuer- 
Kasse)  of  excellent  repute,  in  which  the  most  promi- 
nent buildings  are  insured  to  the  amount  of  fifteen 
thousand  marks.  For  this  reason  all  rieh  people  are 
participants  thereof.  . . . But  I cannot  help  being 

surprised,  that  in  a city  of  so  high  a rank,  as  Hamburg, 
we  have  as  yet  no  insurance  for  merchandise,  either 
by  a fire-office  or  other  Company,  because  the  hazard 
cannot  be  judged  so  great,  on  account  of  the  abundant 


waters  surrounding  us,  and  the  excellent  Organization 
of  fire-extinguishing  .(Spritzeneinrichtung)  here.” 

A Company  existing  in  Paris  (France)  in  1754,  to 
insure  against  the  hazards  at  sea,  received  in  that  year 
the  privilege  by  the  government,  to  also  insure  against 
fire  losses,  but  Pothier  remarks  in  his  book,  “Des 
Assurances /’  section  1,  that  but  few  people  avail  them- 
selves  of  this  institution.  In  the  Netherlands,  Holland 
and  Belgium,  fire  and  marine  insurance  Companies  were 
organized  in  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth  Century, 
same  as  in  England. 

At  that  time  there  was  no  such  thing  as  fire  or 
marine  insurance  practiced  in  America.  The  rieh  people 
and  merchants  here,  if  they  insured  at  all,  availed  them- 
selves  by  getting  their  insurance  from  England.  No  fire 
insurance  Company  was  in  existence  here  before  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  Century,  when,  under  the 
leadership  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  1752,  the  first  fire 
insurance  Company  in  Philadelphia  was  founded — the 
“Hand  in  Hand/’  copied  from  the  English  prototypes. 
This  example  was  followed  in  New  York,  1783,  by  a 
Company  of  the  same  name. 

In  the  new  Western  country  beyond  the  Alleghanies 
and  in  the  state  of  Ohio  the  public  accommodated  itself 
during  the  first  third  of  the  nineteenth  Century,  inas- 
much  as  they  carried  insurances  on  their  property,  with 
obtaining  policies  from  Philadelphia.  In  the  year  1826, 
however,  the  “Cincinnati  Equitable  Insurance  Company ” 
was  organized  on  a charter  from  the  state  legislature, 
which  Company  still  is  in  existence.  It  was  formed  on 
the  same  plan  as  the  Philadelphia  “Hand  in  Hand.”  Its 
policies  call  for  seven  years,  and  are  based  on  a deposit 
premium  in  cash.  At  that  time,  when  money  was 
scarce  in  the  west,  where  cash  money  commanded  from 
12  to  18  per  cent  interest  and  over,  the  System  was  quite 
practical.  The  Company  loaned  its  thus  collected  Capital 
on  mortgages  or  other  securities  and  realized  from  its 
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interest  income  the  necessary  funds  for  its  expenses  and 
small  losses.  In  case  of  larger  losses,  which  would  have 
reduced  the  deposit  Capital,  assessments  would  be  made 
on  the  depositors,  in  order  to  keep  the  guarantee  Capital 
intact.  Parties  who  neglected  to  pay  their  assessments 
promptly,  lost  their  insurance,  and  besides,  in  a year,  the 
Claims  to  their  deposits.  At  the  expiration  of  their 
policies,  these  could  be  renewed  by  applying  to  the  Com- 
pany and  paying  a renewal  fee  of  fifty  cents. 

All  the  Companies  mentioned  heretofore  were  founded 
on  the  mutual  principle.  But  as  money  was  very 
scarce  at  the  time  in  the  west,  and  the  “Equitable”  only 
insured  buildings,  and  later  on  only  brick  or  stone  struc- 
tures, — merchandise  and  other  personal  property  and 
hazardous  factories  were  excluded, — it  became  neces- 
sary for  this  kind  of  insurable  property  to  find  other 
accommodations.  Thus,  in  1829,  the  first  insurance 
Company  on  the  capital-stock  plan  was  incorporated  by 
the  state  legislature,  the  “Cincinnati  Fire  and  Marine 
Insurance  Company  ” which  was  followed  in  1830-1833 
by  a long  list  of  fire  insurance  Companies  in  Ohio  on 
the  stock  plan.  These  Companies  likewise  carried  on 
the  insurance  of  vessels  and  their  cargoes  on  the  rivers 
and  canals,  not  only  against  losses  by  fire,  but  also  the 
hazards  of  navigation. 

In  the  year  1841  a new  enterprise  was  inaugurated 
in  Ohio,  by  the  combining  of  fire  and  life  insurance. 
The  first  Company  of  this  dass  was  incorporated  by  the 
legislature,  after  a plan  projected  by  the  late  Michael 
Herancourt,  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of  a similar 
institution  in  Alsace.  Herancourt,  who  was  then  a 
citizen  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  afterward  of  Cincinnati, 
well-known  as  an  enterprising  brewer,  founded  with 
several  associates  the  “Ohio  Mutual  Fire  and  Life  In- 
suarnce  Company  of  Columbus.”  The  Company  pros- 
pered  beyond  the  expectation  of  its  founders,  and  soon 
grew  to  be  the  largest  insurance  Company  in  Ohio.  In 
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1846  Herancourt  became  its  general  agent,  and  as  such 
removed  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  opened  a branch  office, 
and  likewise  branches  in  Dayton  and  other  large  cities 
in  the  state.  He  continued  as  general  agent  until  the 
spring  of  1849,  when  he  resigned  and  went  into  the 
lager  beer  brewing  business. 

At  that  time  the  “Ohio  Mutual’’  stood  in  the  zenith 
of  greatness.  It  was  in  particular  favor  among  the 
Germans,  who  in  all  the  larger  cities  and  towns  were 
principally  insured  in  the  “Ohio  Mutual” ; the  Company 
had  grown  to  be  the  largest  insurance  Company  in  Ohio. 
It  grew,  however,  beyond  just  dimensions,  and  became 
uncontrollable  by  inefficient  directors  and  inexperienced 
officers,  and  in  the  fall  of  1853  it  collapsed  into  bank- 
ruptcy,  causing  a calamity  only  equalled  by  the  great 
bank  failures  of  1857.  Especially,  the  Germans  in  all 
parts  of  the  state  were  the  greatest  sufferers,  who  were 
almost  en  masse  insured  in  the  “Ohio  Mutual,”  and 
now  sustained  the  principal  loss.  People  who  in  good 
faith  had  paid  their  premium  and  insured  their  property 
in  this  institution,  and  who  thought  themselves  secured 
in  case  of  fire,  learned  too  late,  when  they  sustained 
losses,  that  the  Company  in  which  they  trusted  them- 
selves, had  busted,  and  left  them  to  look  in  vain  for 
indemnification. 

The  bankruptcy  of  the  “Ohio  Mutual”  likewise 
dragged,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  long  list  of 
mutual  fire  insurance  Companies  of  Ohio  into  the  abyss, 
and  the  System  sank  into  disrepute.  What  caused  this 
unexpected  collapse  of  the  largest  ' and  best  reputed 
Company?  In  part  it  may  be  accepted,  as  proven  from 
long  standing  experiences,  that  fire  and  life  insurances 
cannot  successfully  be  combined ; as  was  a few  years 
later  likewise  demonstrated  by  the  enormous  collapse 
of  the  “Ohio  Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,”  that 
insurance  and  banking  cannot  safely  work  together ; 
one  or  the  other  branch,  or  both,  will  suffer.  Another, 


and  in  mutual  Companies  the  principal  cause,  lies  in  the 
System  itself.  Although  mutuality  is  not  only  the  oldest, 
but  • also  the  natural  and  fundamentally  the  most  cor- 
rect  System  of  securing  indemnification  from  the  hazards 
of  fate,  yet  the  generality  of  its  participants  compre- 
hends  a multitude  of  views  and  uncontrollable  diversi- 
ti<ss,  which  bears  the  germ  of  disputes  and  quarrels, 
among  its  members.  Let  us  recite  here  the  argument 
of  a man,  who  had  served  in  Germany  and  in  America 
as  an  officer  of  a mutual  fire  insurance  Company,  from 
which  he  gathered  his  information.  These  remarks, 
made  in  the  year  1868,  were  as  follows*. 

“The  only  evil  working  against  the  stability  of  a 
mutual  insurance  Company  lies  in  the  multitude  of  its 
members.  For  this  reason  I entertain  great  mistrusts 
in  the  vitality  of  such  a Company  in  this  country.  This 
is  entirely  different  in  Europe.  The  directors  and  offi- 
cers  of  insurance  Companies  there  are  appointed  by  the 
governments,  and  receive  a fixed  salary,  established  by 
law,  which  cannot  be  shaken  by  the  members.  Here 
these  Companies  generally  fail  in  their  officers  and  man- 
agements.  If  such  a Company  has  secured  the  qualified 
and  experienced  officers,  then  the  capital-stock  Com- 
panies will  try,  by  offering  better  inducements,  to 
estrange  them,  and  the  mutual  Company  will  lose  its 
efficient  officers.  If  an  honest  board  of  directors  tries 
to  retain  its  good  officers,  by  granting  them  equivalent 
salaries,  as  offered  by  the  rival  stock  Company,  then 
aspirants  will  rise  up  by  the  dozen,  like  mushrooms, 
offering  their  Services  for  half  the  salary,  or  even  less. 
Is  the  board  of  directors  sensible  and  refuses  these  over- 
tures,  then  the  clamorous  aspirants  will  appeal  to  the 
members  of  the  Company,  who  all  possess  the  right  of 
electors  and  election,  and  will  agitate  so  long,  until  the 
honest  directors  are  ousted  and  inefficient  persons  are 
placed  in  power,  who  then  become  subservient  tools 
to  help  such  unqualified  aspirants  into  office.  What 


knowledge  has  the  bulk  of  members  of  a mutual  in- 
surance  Company  of  the  necessary  qualifications  of  its 
officers;  what  knowledge  have  they  of  what  is  insurance 
in  its  various  branches  of  the  business?  I have  been 
several  years  an  officer  of  a mutual  insurance  Company 
in  Europe,  and  subsequent  to  my  arrival  in  this  country 
a director  and  officer  of  a mutual  Company  in  Ohio, 
which  last-named  Company  was  at  one  time  in  a highly 
prosperous  condition.  It  possessed  efficient,  practical 
officers,  and  worked  for  many  years  successfully,  until 
through  machinations  as  aforesaid  the  competent  officers 
were  removed  and  supplanted  by  new  ones,  and  in  two 
years  thereafter  the  Company  went  bankrupt.” 

As  was  already  stated,  the  bankruptcy  of  the  “Ohio 
Mutual”  created  the  foolish  opinion  among  the  unthink- 
ing  people,  that  the  cause  lies  in  the  System,  and  not 
in  the  bad  management  of  the  Company.  Shortly  there- 
after three-fourths  of  all  the  mutual  insurance  Com- 
panies in  the  state  of  Ohio  were  forced  from  existence, 
and  only  the  following,  after  a hard  struggle,  weathered 
the  storm : The  “Cincinnati  Equitable,”  “Knox  County 
Mutual,”  Mount  Vernon;  “Western  Mutual,”  Urbana; 
the  little  “Minster  Fire  Insurance  Company,”  of  Minster, 
Ohio;  the  “Ohio  Farmers,”  of  Le  Roy,  and  the  “Rich- 
land  County  Mutual,”  of  Mansfield,  the  latter  incor- 
porated in  1851.  From  forty  Companies  of  this  dass 
survived,  besides  the  above-named,  only  four  others, 
until  the  year  1872,  when  the  Ohio  insurance  depart- 
ment  went  into  Operation ; but  these  four  also  disap- 
peared  shortly  thereafter.  The  stock  Companies,  who  at 
the  time  when  “Mutual”  was  the  cry  in  the  state,  had 
obtained  the  p'rivilege  to  their  Charters  to  also  issue 
policies  on  the  mutual  plan,  now  under  the  odium  cast 
upon  the  mutuals,  rescinded  that  privilege,  and  only 
granted  policies  on  the  cash  premium  plan,  although  the 
general  law  for  both  practices  is  still  in  force. 

But  the  stock  insurance  Companies  in  Ohio  should 


not  be  spared  from  the  vicissitude  of  hard  times.  Under 
the  old  Constitution  of  Ohio  (1802)  the  Charters  to  cor- 
porations  were  granted  by  the  legislature  of  the  state. 
These  Charters  were  easily  obtainable.  A certain  num- 
ber  of  persons  would  send  a draft  for  a charter  with 
certain  regulations  therein,  stating  locality  and  the 
names  of  incorporators,  the  amount  of  Capital  and  such 
other  matter,  together  with  a specified  name,  in  a Peti- 
tion to  the  General  Assembly,  which  generally  was 
willing  to  grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners.  In  this 
way  about  fifty  insurance  Companies  received  Charters 
between  the  years  1826  and  1850,  inclusive.  The  prin- 
cipal  feature  of  these  Charters  were  generally  alike,  but 
in  their  details  they  varied,  and  these  sometimes  were 
filled  with  utopical  plans.  Several  of  these  Companies 
never  went  into  practical  existence ; others  subsided  after 
a short  trial.  It  was  impericism,  speculative  attempts, 
that  ruled;  no  thoughts  of  a systematic  foundation  based 
on  clear,  mathematical  calculations,  and  as  at  that  time 
no  control  over  the  business  was  exercised  by  the  state, 
fire  insurance  was  considered  a wild  goose  chase,  a game 
of  good  or  bad  luck.  Bankrupt  merchants,  unable  to 
keep  up  their  own  business,  thought  that  with  fire  in- 
surance they  would  be  successful.  They  had  no  idea 
that  this  business  required  a greater  mathematical 
knowledge  than  the  most  complicated  mercantile  busi- 
ness, even  than  banking.  The  study  of  fire  dangers, 
causes  of  fires  and  combustions,  the  construction  and 
material  of  buildings,  the  greater  or  less  destructibility 
of  this  or  that  dass  of  goods,  the  necessary  statistics 
of  fires  and  accidents  in  the  various  branches,  the  de- 
cisions  of  the  courts,  as  to  what  and  how  large  the 
damages  after  a loss  had  to  be  calculated  under  the 
existing  laws  and  to  what  extent  and  how  the  insurers 
were  liable,  was  not  thought  of.  Fire  and  marine  insur- 
ance Companies  were  considered  a kind  of  lottery,  a game 
of  chance.  The  public  under  these  circumstances  relied 


solely  on  the  directors  of  a Company  known  to  them, 
whereby  oftentimes  the  business  went  blind,  which  was 
performed  by  agents,  runners  and  solicitors,  and  as  long 
as  the  stockholders  realized  good  profits  the  business 
thrived,  if  not  it  went  by  the  board. 

When  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Ohio  was  in 
session,  1850-1851,  and  when  the  Convention  had  already 
adopted  a paragraph  for  the  new  Constitution,  by  which 
the  legislature  in  future  was  forbidden  to  grant  special 
Charters,  there  was  a general  scramble  in  the  last  legis- 
lature under  the  old  Constitution,  to  secure  Charters  for 
this  or  that  kind  of  corporations.  In  this  last  session 
of  the  general  assembly  of  Ohio  under  the  old  constitu- 
tution  (1851)  not  less  than  thirty  Charters  for  fire  and 
marine  insurance  Companies  in  Ohio  were  granted.  It 
seemed  that  everybody  sought  to  secure  some  privilege 
from  the  legislature  before  the  doors  were  closed.  It 
was  afterwards  proven,  that  some  of  these  Charters  were 
obtained  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  harter  and  sale  by 
persons,  who  thought  that  later  on  no  Charters  could 
be  obtained  for  the  establishing  of  new  insurance  Com- 
panies, which  I successfully  proved  afterwards  to  be  an 
error.  I had  already  before  controverted  that  idea,  by 
asserting  that,  though  the  general  assembly  could  not 
grant  special  Charters  under  the  coming  Constitution,  it 
could  enact  general  laws  for  the  incorporation  of  all 
kinds  of  Companies.  Already  the  first  legislature  under 
the  new  Constitution  (1852)  passed  such  general  laws 
for  the  incorporation  of  churches,  benevolent,  literary 
and  commercial  societies,  banks  and  other  Companies, 
but  the  first  general  law  for  fire  insurance  Companies 
is  the  one  under  which  the  “ German  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  of  Cincinnati”  was  called  into  existence,  and 
for  which  object  the  act  for  the  incorporation  of  mutual 
fire  insurance  Companies  in  the  state  of  Ohio  was  par- 
ticularl-y  passed,  April  14,  1857. 

At  this  time  the  insurance  business  in  Ohio  remained 
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in  an  unregulated  condition.  Its  reputation  among  the 
people  was  the  same  as  that  of  the  notes-issuing  banks, 
it  was  considered  as  a wildcat  speculation,  and  nobody 
knew,  although  he  was  insured  and  had  paid  his  pre- 
miums,  whether  in  case  of  loss  he  would  receive  in- 
demnification.  When  a greater  conflagration  happened, 
and  the  sufferer  looked  for  the  payment  of  his  losses, 
it  was  almost  certain  that  he  would  receive  the  answer 
to  his  inquiry : “The  Company  in  which  you  are  insured 
is  bankrupt.”  In  the  spring  of  1856  a large  fire  hap- 
pened in  the  German  district  of  Cincinnati,  on  the 
corner  of  Walnut  and  Thirteenth  streets,  destroying 
about  a dozen  buildings,  and  when  the  sufferers  looked 
for  the  payment  of  their  policies  (they  were  nearly  all 
insured  in  the  “Columbus  Insurance  Company,”  which 
had  succeeded  the  “Ohio  Mutual”  a few  years  before), 
they  learned  to  their  astonishment  that  this  Company 
also  went  bankrupt  a few  months  before. 

The  author  of  this  memoir  was  at  the  time  partner 
in  a lumber  business,  and  took  great  interest  in  the  suf- 
ferings  of  the  poor  Germans,  who  had  lost  most  of 
their  property  through  this  reckless  swindle.  From  this 
catastrophe  developed  the  founding  of  the  “German 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Cincinnati,  O.” 

It  was  on  August  15,  1856,  when  the  following  gen- 
tlemen  discussed  this  question  at  the  lumber  yard  office 
of  Rattermann  and  Miller,  577  Elm  Street:  Jerome  FI. 
Kuhlmann,  Ftenry  Mueller,  Benjamin  Heuer,  and  the 
author  hereof,  Henry  A.  Rattermann.  At  this  time  the 
agent  or  solicitor  of  the  Eagle  Insurance  Company,  Mr. 
Henry  Kluemann,  came  in,  to  collect  the  premium  for 
$2,000  insurance  on  the  lumber  yard,  amounting  to 
$70.00.  Mr.  Rattermann  then  remarked : “Here  we  are 
paying  this  large  premium  for  one  year,  and  if  we 
should  meet  with  a fire  loss,  we  don’t  know  whether 
we  will  receive  a dollar  indemnification  or  not.  The 
fire  on  Walnut  and  Thirteenth  streets  has  demonstrated 
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this  over  and  over  again.  Why  can  we  Germans  not 
organize  a Company  of  our  own,  on  which  we  could 
rely,  that  in  cases  of  fire  loss  we  would  be  indemnified? 
I confess,  I am  only  a young  man,  but  I have  gathered 
sufficient  experience  here  to  know  that  the  Germans  are 
more  trustworthy  in  this  kind  of  dealings,  than  our 
English-speaking  neighbors.”  The  other  three  gentle- 
men  agreed  with  the  Speaker  in  this,  and  joined  hands, 
that  they  would  agitate  the  matter  among  their  German 
friends,  to  call  such  a Company  into  existence.  They 
instructed  Mr.  Rattermann  to  make  proper  inquiry,  how 
such  an  Institution  could  be  organized.  What  then  fol- 
lowed  is  best  related  by  the  author  of  this  memoir : 

In  the  years  1856-1857  the  Hon.  Joseph  E.  Egly, 
of  Cincinnati,  was  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives  of  the  Ohio  legislature.  With  him,  who  was 
likewise  the  attorney  of  our  business  firm,  I consulted 
about  our  project.  “You  are  aware,”  said  Mr.  Egly, 
“that  the  general  assembly  is  forbidden  to  grant  Char- 
ters for  incorporations.  Your  projected  Company  would 
either  have  to  buy  an  old  charter  and  arrange  its  pro- 
visions  through  the  courts  to  suit  your  purpose,  or  a 
general  law  has  to  be  enacted  by  the  legislature  for  the 
incorporation  of  fire  insurance  Companies  in  this  state, 
under  which  you  then  may  step  into  business.” 

“This  latter  idea  strikes  me  as  best  suitable  for  our 
purpose,”  was  my  reply,  and  we  ask  you  to  prepare 
such  a bill  for  the  meeting  of  the  legislature  in  January 
next.” 

“I  am  much  engaged  in  business  at  the  time,  and 
will  not  be  able  to  prepare  such  a bill.  However,  you 
can  do  that  yoürselves,”  said  Mr.  Egly  (whose  pupil  I 
had  been).  “You  can  find  the  necessary  guidance  in 
the  law  books  of  Ohio,  which  you  may  take  home  with 
you  from  my  library,  and  design  a draft,  which  I will 
examine  and  take  with  me  to  Columbus  next  January. 


You  can  thereby  think  over  the  matter,  and  prepare  it 
as  suits  you  best.” 

I thereupon  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  drafted  a 
bill,  empowering  the  secretary  of  state  to  issue  the 
proper  charter  for  a mutual  fire  insurance  Company, 
with  the  following  title:  “Bill  (act)  to  authorize  the 
incorporation  of  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Companies  in 
Ohio.”  The  draft  was  copied  in  general  terms  from 
the  special  charter  of  the  “Ashtabula  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company,”  but  I added  to  it  a provision,  that 
Companies  organized  under  this  act  should  annually,  in 
the  month  of  Januar y in  each  year,  deposit  with  the 
auditor  of  state  a sworn  Statement  of  the  business  and 
condition  of  such  Company  for  the  preceding  year,  end- 
ing  December  31st  of  each  year;  and  that  the  state 
auditor  should  issue  to  such  Company  a certificate  of 
compliance  with  the  law  and  grant  authority  to  con- 
tinue  in  business  the  ensuing  year.  The  idea  which  led 
me  to  this  regulation  was,  that  by  this  provision  Com- 
panies organized  under.  this  act  were  compelled  to  keep 
themselves  constantly  in  possession  of  sufficient  funds, 
in  order  not  to  become  delinquent,  and  thereby  offering 
an  assurance  to  their  patrons,  that  in  cases  of  fire  losses 
the  Company  would  be  in  condition  to  meet  its  losses. 

When  I had  completed  the  draft,  I discussed  the 
same  with  Mr.  Egly,  who  thought  that  it  was  all  right, 
and  that  he  would  take  it  with  him  to  Columbus  when 
the  legislature  met  again,  in  January,  1857,  which  he 
did.  In  Columbus,  Mr.  Egly  handed  the  bill  to  Mr.  S.  S. 
Haines,*  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Corpora- 
tions  others  than  municipal,  who  introduced  the  same 

* In  a short  sketch  of  the  Organization  of  our  Company, 
published  in  1877,  it  was  erroneously  stated  by  me  that  the  bill 
had  been  introduced  by  Judge  Henry  Morse,  of  Miami  County, 
instead  of  Mr.  Haines.  Judge  Morse  introduced  a bill  drafted 
by  me  for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  fourth  section  of  the 
original  act  of  1857  in  the  year  1859,  which  caused  this  error. 


as  House  Bill  194  on  January  12,  1857.  It  was  enacted 
into  law,  with  but  slight  changes  in  the  text,  on  April 
14,  1857. 

At  that  time  I had  no  intention  to  become  the  active 
manager  of  the  projected  Company,  but  was  busily  en- 
gaged  in  prosecuting  the  agitation  among  the  friends  of 
my  acquaintance,  together  with  the  other  gentlemen 
named.  Among  the  leading  Germans  of  Cincinnati,  I 
found  but  little  or  no  encouragement,  because  a gentle- 
man,  who  was  at  the  time  considered  their  oracle, 
warded  off.  “The  Germans,”  he  said,  “cannot  with 
success  operate  such  an  institution.”  Therefore,  we  had 
to  look  about  among  the  more  moderately  situated  dass 
of  our  countrymen,  and  our  personal  friends,  whom  we 
induced  to  take  an  interest  in  the  enterprise.  In  the 
meanwhile,  I was  busily  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade, 
so  that  but  little  progress  was  made  until  in  the  Sum- 
mer of  1857  my  uncle  suddenly  resolved  to  quit  the 
lumber  business.  As  I had  no  Capital  of  my  own,  and 
my  uncle  would  not  permit  me  to  retain  the  funds,  for 
which  I paid  him  interest,  I at  once  concluded  to  obtain 
the  management  of  the  projected  insurance  Company 
into  my  hands.  In  order  not  to  be  idle  during  the  time 
in  which  the  Organization  was  progressing,  I bought  a 
grocery  störe  with  a saloon,  which  left  me  sufhcient 
leisure  to  prepare  all  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  completion  of  the  intended  institution. 

Shortly  after  our  first  discussion,  in  August,  1856, 
I addressed  a letter  to  Mr.  Karl  Heinzen,  in  New  York, 
whose  personal  acquaintance  I had  made  in  Cincinnati 
a year  and  a half  before,  and  of  whom  I knew  that  he 
had  been  an  officer  in  the  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Aix  la  Chapelle  (Aachen),  requesting  him  to  furnish 
me  with  the  printed  regulations  and  reports  of  that  Com- 
pany, if  he  still  had  them  in  his  possession,  and  if  not, 
to  advise  me  where  I could  best  get  information  about 
the  fire  insurance  business  in  Germany.  Mr.  Heinzen 


replied,  that  he  had  not  preserved  any  printed  docu- 
ments  from  the  Aachen  Company,  but  advised  me  to 
write  to  the  officers  of  the  “Gothaer  Versicherungs-Bank” 
(Gotha  Insurance  Bank)  in  Gotha,  who  would  readily 
send  me  the  necessary  papers  I looked  for.  In  the  winter 
of  1856-1857,  I received  from  the  secretary  of  the  Gotha 
Company  printed  regulations,  statistics  and  reports,  from 
which  I obtained  the  requisite  information  desired,  and 
from  which  I adopted  our  arrangements.  Their  rules, 
however,  were  in  many  details  not  adaptable  to  this 
country;  for  instance,  on  account  of  the  government 
supervision  of  buildings  in  course  of  erection,  the  dif- 
ference  of  rooffing  material,  at  the  time  when  our  houses 
were  nearly  all  roofed  with  shingles,  and  furthermore, 
the  insurance  business  was  strictly  under  governmental 
supervision  and  control,  when  no  such  control  was  exer- 
cised  in  this  country  at  the  time;  and  lastly,  but  not  the 
least,  that  the  number  of  fires  here  were  five  times 
greater  than  in  the  German  cities. 

One  advice  of  the  secretary  of  the  Gotha  Company  I 
took  particularly  to  heart,  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible 
the  agency  and  soliciting  business,  the  “colportage,”  as 
he  expressed  himself  in  French,  for  the  Commission 
business.  There  is  110  security  in  the  soliciting  and 
Commission  business  of  insurance,  he  said,  for  you  will 
have  to  rely  on  the  agents  and  lose  the  control  over 
your  customers.  This  warning  was  ever  since  heeded 
by  me,  and  made  me  an  enemy  of  the  soliciting  busi- 
ness. Strict  personal  inspection  and  careful  control  over 
all  the  details  of  our  risks  has  been  my  business  maxim 
these  many  years. 

About  the  time  of  Christmas,  1857,  we  thought  that 
our  agitation  had  progressed  far  enough  to  induce  us 
to  now  proceed  with  the  Organization  of  our  proposed 
Company.  An  informal  meeting  of  those  interested  was 
called  to  the  störe  of  Mr.  Henry  Stalkamp,  corner  of 
Green  and  Bremen  streets,  on  the  evening  of  January 


5,  1858.  Although  I had  issued  the  invitations  for  the 
meeting  in  writing  myself,  by  an  accident  I was  pre- 
vented  from  attending  it;  my  wife  being  attacked  with 
spasms  of  the  stomach  caused  my  absence.  However, 
Mr.  Kuhlmann  was  fully  instructed  in  all  matters,  and 
upon  his  motion  a committee  was  appointed  to  consult 
Hon.  Joseph  E.  Egly,  and  ask  him  to  prepare  an  opinion 
in  writing,  which  should  be  presented  at  an  adjourned 
meeting.  This  second  meeting  was  held  February  12th, 
in  the  hall  of  Jacob  Klein,  on  the  corner  of  Eider  and 
Pleasant  streets.  The  meeting  was  regularly  organized 
by  the  election  of  Jacob  Hust,  Esq.,  president,  and  my- 
self as  secretary.  Mr.  Egly  then  read  his  opinion,  drawn 
up  in  a lengthy  paper,  which  was  lively  discussed;  and 
a resolution  was  adopted  with  great  unanimity,  that 
the  Organization  of  a German  fire  insurance  Company 
should  be  energetically  proceeded  with,  and  that  the 
President  and  secretary  should  call  further  necessary 
meetings  by  notices  in  the  three  German  daily  papers 
of  the  city.  A committee  of  three  was  appointed  to 
obtain  subscriptions  for  participating  in  the  enterprise. 
This  committee  reported  at  the  next  meeting,  which 
was  held  in  Daumann’s  Hall,  corner  of  the  present  Mc- 
Micken  avenue  and  Eider  Street,  on  February  26th,  that 
they  had  secured  105  subscribers.  At  this  meeting  a 
document  of  incorporation  of  the  Company,  to  be  named 
“The  German  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Cincin- 
nati,” was  presented  for  signatures,  and  acknowledged 
by  F.  X.  Dengler,  a notary  public.  The  following  per- 
sons  subscribed  their  names  to  this  document : 


Jacob  Hust, 

Henry  A.  Rattermann, 
H.  H.  Kuhlmann, 
Henry  Stalkamp, 

John  Henry  Mueller, 
Henry  Sicking, 

George  F.  Weiler, 
Anthony  Zumbusch, 


B.  H.  Warburg, 
Henry  Kuck, 

Adam  Hornung,  Sr., 
John  Henry  Rusche, 
George  Loos, 

Henry  Beckmann, 
Valentine  Eichenlaub, 
Francis  Geissler, 


Joseph  Beesten, 

F.  H.  Körte, 

John  D.  Riemeier, 
F.  W.  Meier, 

C.  F.  Meier, 

John  Hanfbauer, 
H.  Wm.  Meier, 

D.  Horstmann, 


Directors’  Room. 


Henry  Ahlbrandt, 
Anthony  Vierschilling, 
Henry  Boeres, 

Peter  Lotz, 

Bernard  Moeller, 
Hermann  Wilbers, 
Henry  Vennemann, 
Diedrich  Stauvermann, 
Jacob  Hoff, 


John  Gebhardt, 

Wm.  Krenning, 
Gerhard  Fischer, 
Bernhard  Schulte, 
George  Hoeffer, 
Ferdinand  Kavemann, 
John  Brown, 

Rudolph  Dallmann, 
Peter  Mueller, 


J.  H.  Bade, 

Andrew  Brehtn, 
Francis  Reif, 
HenryRasche, 

Wm.  Venghaus, 
Rudolph  Roewer, 
Henry  Knost, 

Henry  Bardes, 
Francis  Rattermann. 


This  document  was,  however,  rejected  by  the  Secre- 
tary  of  State,  Hon.  Addison  P.  Russell,  as  not  lawfully 
acknowledged ; the  acknowledgment,  according  to  Mr. 
Russell’s  ruling,  had  to  be  made  before  a justice  of 
the  peace.  Thereupon  the  secretary  issued  a notice  in 
the  German  dailies,  that  all  those  persons  who  desired 
to  participate  in  the  incorporation  of  the  German  Mutual 
Insurance  Company  should  meet  at  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace  Frederick  H.  Roewekamp  on  the  15th  of 
March  of  that  year,  to  subscribe  their  names  to  the 
proper  document.  This  part  of  the  history  of  the 
founding  of  the  Company  may  be  reproduced  here  in 
full,  as  it  was  published  in  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Company : 


CERTIFICATE  OF  INCORPORATION. 

We,  the  undersigned  persons,  and  resident  citizens 
in  the  county  of  Hamilton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  do 
hereby  certify,  that  we  have  associated  ourselves  to- 
gether,  to  form  a Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company; 
that  the  name  assumed  by  this  said  Company  is  as 
follows,  viz:  “The  German  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Cincinnati/'  and  by  said  name  this  Company 
shall  be  known ; that  this  said  Company  shall,  and  is 
hereby  formed,  for  the  following  named  object;  that  is 
to  say,  for  the  purpose  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
mutual  insurance  against  loss  and  damage  by  fire  to 


buildings  of  every  description,  and  such  other  property 
and  kinds  of  property,  as  may  hereafter  be  determined 
by  the  Directors  of  this  said  Company,  in  the  regula- 
tions  and  by-laws  of  this  said  Company,  under  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  entitled,  “An  Act  to  authorize  the  incorpora- 
tion  of  Mutual  Insurance  Companies,”  passed  April 
14,  1857,  with  all  the  powers  and  Privileges  given  by 
said  act,  and  subject  to  the  restrictions  of  the  same; 
and  we  further  certify,  that  the  principal  office  of  this 
said  Company  shall  be  located  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  Done  under  our  hands  and  seals,  this  15th 
March,  1858. 

Signed,  sealed  and  acknowledged  in  our  presence. 

F.  H.  Rowekamp. 

Jos.  E.  Egly. 


H.  Dickmann  (L.  S.) 
H’y  Stalkamp, 

Henry  Sicking, 

W.  Linfert, 

Ruppert  Ritter, 

H.  W.  Berger, 
Bernard  Gellenbeck, 
Wm.  Dütmann, 
George  Loos, 

H.  A.  Rattermann, 

H.  H.  Kuhlmann, 
George  F.  Weiler, 
Jacob  Hust 
Andrew  Brehm, 

H.  Rasche, 

John  Gebhardt, 

John  Hanf bauer, 

J.  B.  Austing, 

A.  Zumbusch, 

Jacob  Baumgardner, 
John  Fussnecker, 
Wm.  Krenning 
H.  Hoelscher, 


, Francis  Reif  (L.  S.), 
Francis  Schmiesing, 
Rudolph  Dallmann, 
F.  W.  Meyer, 

John  D.  Riemeier, 

C.  F.  Meyer, 

Adam  Hornung,  Sr., 
H.  W.  Schorfheide, 
Peter  Lessei, 

Henry  Kruse, 

Fred.  Kaveman, 

H.  B.  Ehlmann, 
George  Müller, 
Thomas  Trseegesser, 
Gottfried  Koehler, 
Herman  Diers, 

Fred.  Dickhaus, 

John  Henry  Rusche, 
Capt.  Henry  Niehaus, 
Joseph  Menke, 

Henry  Bardes, 

J.  Rouwenhorst, 


Peter  Weitzel (L.  S.), 
Ant.  Vierschilling, 
John  H.  Ahlbrand, 
Bernard  Schulte, 
Henry  Boeres, 

B.  Lubbermann, 

J.  G.  Kesker, 

W.  Wiethauper, 

H.  Beckmann, 
Bernard  Klayer, 
Theodore  Müller, 
Henry  Müller, 

George  Höffer, 

H.  Wilbers, 

D.  Stauvermann, 
Gerhard  Fischer, 
Adam  Diehl, 

John  Vorndycke, 
Henry  Keller, 

Wm.  Goetke, 

Clement  Klayer, 

Ger.  J.  Wittebrock, 

J.  H.  Wingerberg. 


Be  it  remembered,  that  on  this  15th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1858,  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a Justice  of  the 
Peace,  within  and  for  the  said  County,  personally  ap- 
peared  (here  follow  the  above  names)  the  signers  of 
the  foregoing  and  within  certificate,  all  of  whom  jointly 
and  severally  acknowledged  the  signing  and  sealing  of 
the  foregoing  and  within  certificate,  to  be  their  volun- 
tary  act  and  deed,  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein 
mentioned,  and  they  being  all  resident  citizens  of  the 
County  of  Hamilton  and  State  of  Ohio. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  seal,  at  Cincinnati,  this  15th  day  of  March,  A.  D. 
1858. 

F.  H.  Rowekamp,  r -» 

|L.  S.| 

Justice  of  the  Peace.  L ' *J 


THE  STATE  OF  OHIO,  ) 

HAMILTON  COUNTY.  C 

I,  Richard  H.  Stone,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  in  and  for  said  county,  do  hereby  certify, 
that  F.  H.  Rowekamp,  before  whom  the  foregoing 
acknowledgment  appears  to  have  been  taken,  was,  at 
the  time  of  taking  the  same,  and  now  is,  an  acting 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  Hamilton  County,  Ohio, 
duly  sworn,  commissioned  and  qualified  as  such,  and 
that  his  signature  thereto  is  genuine. 

Witness  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  Court  at  Cin- 
cinnati, this  17th  day  of  March,  1858. 

R.  H.  Stone, 

Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 

Hamilton  Co.,  O. 


[L  s]. 


Secretary  of  State  Office,  ) 
Columbus,  0.,  March  18,  1858.  J 

I,  Addison  P.  Russell,  Secretary  of  State,  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing 
certificate  of  association  of  “The  German  Mutual  In- 
surance Company  of  Cincinnati,  is  a true  copy  from 
the  original,  now  on  file,  and  of  record  in  this  office. 

Witness  my  official  signature,  and  the  great  seal  of 
the  State,  at  the  time  and  place  above  written. 

A.  P.  Russell, 

j-j^g  j Secretary  of  State. 

On  Monday,  March  22d,  the  certificate  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  which  supplied  the  Company  with  its  lawful 
charter,  came  into  my  hands,  and  at  once  a meeting  of 
the  subscribers  thereto  was  called  by  me  for  Wednesday 
evening,  March  24th,  to  the  National  Hall,  No.  400  Vine 
Street,  where  the  result  of  our  endeavors  was  greeted 
with  great  enthusiasm.  The  meeting  then  resolved,  that 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Company  should  consist 
of  nine  members,  and  three  times  that  number  were 
nominated  as  candidates.  The  election  was  called  for 
Wednesday,  March  31st,  to  be  held  at  the  National 
Hall,  between  the  hours  of  6 and  8 o’clock  p.  m.,  and 
at  8 o’clock  the  same  evening  a meeting  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  incorporation  was  held,  in  which  the 
result  of  the  election  was  announced.  Those  elected 
were  Jacob  Hust,  Henry  Dickmann,  H.  H.  Kuhlmann, 
Henry  Stalkamp,  Henry  Müller,  Bernard  Gellenbeck, 
Adam  Hornung,  Sr.,  Capt.  Henry  Niehaus  and  Henry 
Sicking.  The  election  was  then  ratified  by  the  meeting. 

The  board  of  directors  perfected  an  orgamzation 
April  2d,  at  “Rainbow  Hall,”  on  Main,  between  Thir- 
teenth  and  Allison  streets,  by  the  election  of  Jacob  Hust 
as  president  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  Adam  Hornung, 
Sr.,  as  temporary  secretary.  A series  of  meetings  were 
then  held  by  the  board,  partly  in  Rainbow  Hall,  partly 


in  the  school-room  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  on  Elm 
Street  (Raschig’s  Church),  and  partly  in  Zehner ’s  Na- 
tional Hall,  at  which  meetings  a Constitution,  by-laws 
and  regulations,  the  form  of  books,  policies,  a seal  of 
the  Company  were  discussed  and  adopted.  An  office  for 
the  Company  was  rented  in  the  second  story  of  National 
Hall,  400  Vine  Street,  two  rooms,  for  the  monthly  rent 
of  $10.00 ; also  the  necessary  office  furniture  and  a fire- 
proof  safe  were  procured,  and  printed  rules,  laws  and 
by-laws,  as  well  as  the  necessary  books  and  stationery, 
purchased  or  ordered. 

On  April  19th  a general  meeting  of  the  subscribers 
to  the  charter  was  held  in  the  National  Hall,  400  Vine 
Street,  at  which  the  laws  and  by-laws  as  adopted  by  the 
board  of  directors  were  laid  before  the  corporators  for 
ratification.  It  was  a very  turbulent  meeting,  which 
plainly  demonstrated  the  German  national  evil  of  dis- 
agreement  and  quarrels.  The  board  of  directors  had  in 
several  meetings  discussed  these  regulations,  as  preparecl 
by  Mr.  Rattermann,  and  after  careful  consideration 
adopted  them.  And  now  a meeting  of  sixty  persons, 
entirely  unprepared,  proposed  to  do  all  this  over  and 
over  again.  Two  gentlemen  especially  became  quite 
boisterous,  when  a motion  to  vote  on  the  previous  ques- 
tion — i.  e.,  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  directors 
in  toto — was  passed  over  their  motion  to  debate  the 
same  by  paragraphs,  which  would  have  occupied  at  least 
three  such  meetings.  These  persons  then  left  the  hall 
with  violent  demonstrations,  followed  by  the  greater 
number  of  the  meeting,  so  that  only  the  directors  and 
about  a dozen  members  remained. 

On  the  next  evening,  April  20,  1858,  at  a meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rattermann  was 
elected  unanimously  as  the  permanent  secretary  and 
managing  officer  of  the  Company,  and  two  evenings  later 
his  salary  for  the  first  eight  months  was  fixed  at  $50.00 
per  month,  to  begin  with  May  Ist  thereafter.  On  this 


day  (May  Ist)  it  was  hoped  by  the  board,  that  the 
office  could  be  opened  for  business,  but  it  was.  found 
that  the  necessary  papers  and  books  could  not  be  ready 
by  that  time,  and  so  the  opening  day  had  to  be  post- 
poned  to  Monday,  May  10,  1858. 

Düring  this  interval  the  necessary  guarantee  Capital 
had  to  be  collected,  as  the  law  provided — twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  in  premium  notes  and  two  thousand 
and  five  hundred  dollars  in  cash  funds.  Here  the  readi- 
ness  of  the  incorporators  to  assume  the  necessary  risk 
in  case  of  failure  showed  itself  practically.  To  obtain 
the  required  amount  of  premium  notes  the  secretary 
notified  the  subscribers  to  the  charter,  on  May  3,  1858, 
to  call  at  the  office  to  sign  the  notes  necessary,  before 
policies  could  be  issued,  and  from  May  5th  to  May 
8th  (both  days  included)  fifty-two  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers  appeared  and  signed  notes  amounting  to  $25,480, 
based  upon  $285,000  prospective  insurances  on  real 
estate  according  to  a rate-table  as  adopted  before.  To 
this  was  added  one  additional  note  for  $100  on  $2,000 
insurance,  on  the  morning  of  May  lOth,  before  the  first 
policy  was  issued.  On  the  opening  day  (May  lOth) 
sixteen  policies  were  issued,  for  which  $1,742.80  pre- 
mium notes  and  $87.14  in  cash  premiums  were  received. 

The  obtaining  of  the  necessary  cash  fund,  as  required 
by  law,  was  accomplished  in  the  following  manner : 
Three  of  the  incorporators  loaned  to  the  new  Company 
for  one  year  $850  at  six  per  cent  interest.  To  this  fund 
the  board  of  directors  added  a deposit  in  G.  H.  Bussing’s 
bank  of  $2,000,  for  which  the  directors  gave  their  joint 
personal  note.  With  this  the  requirements  of  the  law 
were  more  than  satisfied.  The  Company  was,  before  its 
first  policy  was  issued,  in  possession  of  $25,580  premium 
notes  and  $2,850  in  cash.  At  the  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  December,  1858, 
the  secretary  was  instructed,  by  a resolution  of  the 
board,  to  return  to  the  subscribers,  with  thanks,  the 
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premium  notes  signed  by  them  to  the  guarantee  fund 
of  the  Company,  as  the  Company  was  then  in  sufficient 
possession  of  premium  notes  based  upon  actual  policies 
issued,  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  requirements  of  the 
law.  At  the  same  meeting  the  personal  joint  note  of 
the  directors,  to  secure  the  bank  deposit,  was  likewise  re- 
turned,  with  a resolution  of  thanks  to  the  signers  thereof. 
On  December  31,  1858,  the  Company  had  issued  policies 
of  insurance  amounting  to  $762,765.00,  for  which  net 
premium  notes  were  held  amounting  to  $58,963.23,  and 
besides,  a cash  fund  had  accumulated  to  the  amount  of 
$2,649.98.  Only  one  small  fire  loss  was  sustained  in 
those  eight  months,  and  paid,  $16.99,  and  $2,489.50  were 
paid  for  the  equipment  of  the  office  and  the  running 
expenses  of  the  first  year. 

If  it  is  thought,  however,  that  the  upbuilding  of  our 
Company  was  so  easily  accomplished,  and  without  strug- 
gles,  this  opinion  would  be  quite  erroneous.  As  every- 
thing  in  the  world  has  its  infancy  troubles,  the  storms 
of  youth  had  also  to  be  weathered  in  the  spring  of  our 
company’s  life.  These  antagonisms  were  partly  of  an 
exterior,  partly  of  an  inner  nature,  and  I hesitate  not  to 
say,  that  the  latter  dass  were  the  most  dangerous  ob- 
stacles  to  contend  with,  which  more  than  once  threatened 
to  Strand  our  ship  on  the  rocks  of  discontent.  These 
breakers  in  our  course  were  chiefly  the  proverbial  Ger- 
man discords  and  quarrels  and  the  vain  idea  entertained 
by  many,  that  every  head  is  equally  qualified,  if  not 
better,  for  the  same  performance  as  any  other.  Thus 
an  election  for  directors  was  fought  in  January,  1861, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  helping  a totally  unqualified 
person  in  the  place  of  the  secretary,  who  had  displeased 
a few  rabid  members  the  year  before.  But  the  Com- 
pany had  luck.  Although  seven  out  of  nine  directors 
had  been  elected  on  a ticket,  expressly  nominated  to  oust 
the  secretary  and  put  a new  aspirant  in  his  place,  the 
sober  second  thought  struck  the  directors  elected,  and 


when  the  board  organized,  the  secretary  was  re-elected 
by  six  against  two  votes,  one  director  being  absent. 

At  one  time,  in  18 67,  when  the  director s thought  of 
erecting  a modest  office  building  for  the  accommoda- 
tion  of  the  Company,  the  directors  called  a general  meet- 
ing  of  the  members  in  Jefferson  Hall,  for  the  purpose 
of  leaving  it  to  the  members  to  decide  on  such  a grave 
question.  However,  this  meeting  dissolved  itself  in  an 
utmost  turmoil,  not  allowing  the  directors  even  to  bring 
forth  their  reasons  for  the  proposition.  When,  in  1877, 
the  directors  had  erected  the  present  noble  office  build- 
ing, upon  their  own  judgment,  to  which  they  were  the 
sole  authorized  body  by  law,  at  the  general  election 
meeting,  in  January  thereafter,  a number  of  turbulent 
members  appeared  to  create  disturbance,  but  the  good 
common  sense  of  the  majority  prevailed,  and  the  board 
was  upheld.  I will  mention  only  one  more  incident  out 
of  many  others  of  this  kind : One  of  the  most  quarrel- 
some  members  once  brought  a suit  in  court,  which,  if 
successful,  would  have  dissolved  the  Company.  The  suit 
brought  was  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  the  cash 
surplus  fund,  the  guarantee  Capital,  among  the  members 
of  the  Company.  The  plaintiff,  however,  was  repri- 
manded  by  the  judge,  then  fined  in  the  costs  and  the  case 
dismissed.  Other  internal  dissensions  happened,  but  the 
foregoing  must  suffice  to  show  that  our  Company  was 
not  spared  from  the  infant  diseases  prevalent  among  all 
new  enterprises.  However,  now  the  tree  has  grown  up, 
a strong  German  oak,  firm  enough  to  weather  the  most 
severe  storms. 

The  external  dangers  were  less  threatening,  they 
emanated  out  of  the  competition  in  business.  When 
the  German  Mutual  stepped  into  life,  in  May,  1858,  there 
were  in  existence  in  Cincinnati  twenty-six.  or  twenty- 
seven  home,  fire  and  marine  insurance  Companies,  as 
follows : 


Adams, 

American, 

Boatmen’s, 

Buckeye  State, 

Central, 

Cincinnati, 

City, 

Commercial, 


Eagle, 

Eclipse, 


Merchant’s  and 


Manufacturer’s, 
Miami  Valley, 
National, 

Ohio  Valley, 
Portsmouth, 
Queen  City, 
Washington, 
Western, 


Farmers, 

Franklin, 


Hamilton  County, 
Home, 


Jefferson, 

Lafayette, 

Magnolia, 


These  were  all  stock  Companies,  with  Capital  from 
$100,000  to  $500,000  each,  together  upwards  of  three 
million  dollars  Capital.  Besides  these,  the  old  Cincin- 
nati Equitable  flourished  as  the  representative  of  the 
mutual  System ; and  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  Covington,  the  “Mercantile  Insurance  Com- 
pany/’ which  did  business  chiefly  in  Cincinnati,  and  in 
1859  purchased  an  Ohio  charter  and  removed  its  office 
here  as  “Union  Insurance  Company.”  Besides  these 
home  Companies,  a long  list  of  Eastern  and  English  fire 
insurance  Companies  had  agencies  here,  as  the  “Aetna” 
and  “Phoenix,”  both  of  Hartford;  the  “Home”  and 
“Germania,”  of  New  York;  the  “Franklin,”  of  Phila- 
delphia ; the  “London,  Liverpool  and  Globe,”  of  Eng- 
land, and  others;  several  of  them  were  represented  here 
by  general  agencies.  Together  there  were  upwards  of 
fifty  outside  Companies  in  Operation  in  Cincinnati  when 
our  “German  Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  Cincinnati” 
stepped  in  as  the  youngest  child  and  competitor,  and 
even  under  the  then  ill-reputed  mutual  System. 

With  several  of  the  officers  of  the  then  existing  in- 
surance Companies  I became  soon  in  friendly  relation, 
for  I had  made  it  an  indispensable  rule  of  our  Com- 
pany, for  myself,  the  directors  and  the  first  inspector, 
John  Gervers,  who  was  elected  June  1,  1858,  not  to 
meddle  into  the  business  of  other  Companies  and  to 
solicit  or  beg  for  risks  as  little  as  possible,  believing  that 
the  insured  in  our  Company  would  be  quasi-solicitors 


for  us.  In  this  way  I soon  gained  the  friendship  among 
some  of  our  most  prominent  Underwriters,  especially  the 
following  gentlemen : Henry  E.  Spencer  and  George  W. 
McLaughlin,  of  the  “Firemen’s” ; Captain  Thomas  F. 
Eckert,  of  the  “Western”;  Richard  E.  Lee,  of  the 
“Washington” ; B.  B.  Whiteman,  of  the  “Merchants  and 
Manufacturers” ; Robert  Burnett,  of  the  “Cincinnati”; 
John  A.  Townley,  of  the  “Commercial,”  and  several 
others. 

While  we  thus  stood  in  good  friendship  with  the 
higher  offfcers  of  the  Cincinnati  insurance  Companies, 
the  lesser  agents  and  solicitors  of  several  Companies 
created  some  troubles.  Among  these,  one  Frederick 
Dell,  agent  of  the  Mercantile,  of  Covington,  made  it 
his  business  to  denounce  our  Company  as  a swindle. 
However,  a letter  of  mine,  dated  June  4,  1858,  plosed 
this  gentleman’s  uncouth  speaking  organ.  Another  agent, 
who  in  March,  1859,  sought  to  spread  the  rumor  of  our 
collapse,  was  threatened  by  me,  that  if  he  should  repeat 
his  slander,  we  would  prosecute  him  in  court.  Other 
minor  cases  of  slander  we  had  to  submit  to ; for  instance, 
of  an  insurance  agent,  who  expressed  himself  in  a public 
resort  as  follows : “These  German  peasants  (Bauern), 
who  have  no  idea  of  an  insurance  business,  will  soon 
be  with  the  affair  at  the  end  of  their  Latin.”  The 
scarecrows  about  the  signing  of  the  premium  notes,  who 
pictured  in  the  darkest  color  the  idea  that  these  notes 
would  all  have  to  be  paid  by  the  signers,  had  to  be 
quietly  submitted  to  by  us.  In  this  case  the  confidence 
placed  in  our  honesty  as  Germans  helped  us  over  the 
accusations. 

Seven  years  we  had  continued  in  our  business,  and 
to  a great  extent  conquered  the  objections  and  excep- 
tions  which  were  cried  out  against  the  premium  notes, 
and  the  mistrust  in  the  vitality  of  the  Company,  when 
we  were  suddenly  met  by  a more  dangerous  enemy,  an 
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attempt  in  a subtle,  tricky  way  to  legislate  our  Company 
out  of  existence. 

In  January,  1865,  we  received  a letter  from  Thomas 
Sherlock,  then  president  of  the  “City  Insurance  Com- 
pany/’ and  likewise  president  of  the  “Cincinnati  Board 
of  Underwriters,”  asking  us  to  join  the  Board  of  Un- 
derwriters and  to  accept  their  table  of  rates.  This  letter 
was  laid  before  the  board  of  directors,  and  they  in- 
structed  me  to  reply  to  the  letter,  which  I did,  in  a 
courteous  manner,  on  January  30,  1865,  as  resolved  by 
the  board,  stating  that  we  were  a Corporation  conjoined 
by  membership,  and  therefore  could  not  accept  the 
Underwriters’  table  of  rates,  nor  join  their  board.  With 
this  letter  we  thought  the  matter  ended. 

However,  about  a month  later  we  received  informa- 
tion  that  a bill  had  been  introduced  in  the  Senate  of  the 
state  legislature,  the  plain  intention  of  which  was  to 
abolish  our  Company.  The  bill  bore  the  innocent  title : 
“A  bill  to  authorize  the  incorporation  of  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Companies  in  the  State  of  Ohio.”  This  harm- 
less  title  covered  the  plain  object  in  its  last  section, 
which  read : “That  the  act  of  April  14,  1857,  and  the 
act  amendatory  thereof  passed  March  25,  1859,  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  repealed.”  That  was  the  true  milk 
in  the  cocoanut ! For  the  regulations  provided  in  the 
bill  were  of  such  nature,  that  no  mutual  insurance  Com- 
pany could  operate  under  them,  or  rather,  no  mutual 
Company  could,  under  these  provisos,  compete  with  any 
Capital  stock  Company.  Companies  organized  and  operat- 
ing  under  this  bill  should  by  issuing  their  policies  collect 
from  the  party  seeking  insurance  a cash  premium  of 
not  less  than  the  cash  rates  prescribed  by  the  state 
board  of  Underwriters,  and  in  addition  thereto  take  a 
premium  note  from  the  applicant  for  five  times  the 
amount  of  the  one  year  cash  premium,  as  security  of  the 
Company.  With  this  provision  no  mutual  Company  could 


exist,  for  who  would  pay  the  same  amount  of  cash 
premium  to  such  Company  as  was  charged  by  the  stock 
Companies,  and  besides  obligate  himself  to  five  times 
this  amount  as  security  in  a note,  which  the  stock  Com- 
panies did  not  ask? 

The  author  of  this  memoir  procured  a printed  copy 
of  the  bill  and  then  went  to  Columbus  with  Mr.  Hem- 
melgarn,  our  President,  where  we  asked  for  a meeting 
with  the  Senate  committee,  which  had  the  bill  in  Charge, 
to  state  our  objections  to  the  bill.  We  learned  that  the 
bill  had  been  introduced  by  Senator  Gunckel,  of  Dayton, 
who  told  us  that  Senator  Eggleston  had  brought  the 
bill  from  Cincinnati  and  asked  him  (Senator  Gunckel) 
to  introduce  the  same.  “I  have  not  even  read  the  bill,” 
said  Senator  Gunckel,  “and  introduced  the  same  at  the 
request  of  Senator  Eggleston,  who  told  me  that  the 
authors  of  the  bill  were  some  of  the  most  prominent 
insurance  officers  in  your  city”  (Cincinnati).  Upon  our 
inquiry,  who  these  gentlemen  were,  we  learned  that  the 
authors  were  President  Thomas  Sherlock,  of  the  City 
Insurance  Company;  Wm.  M.  Richardson,  secretary  of 
the  Enterprise  Insurance  Company,  and  President  A.  M. 
Searles,  of  the  Merchants  and  Manufacturers  Insurance 
Company  of  Cincinnati.  We  looked  even  for  the  manu- 
script  of  the  bill,  which  was  still  in  possession  of  the 
printer,  and  found  it  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Richardson.  A letter  from  the  three  gentlemen  was 
also  shown  us  by  Senator  Gunckel,  in  which  they  asked 
for  the  introduction  and  favorable  acceptance  of  the 
bill.  Our  Statement,  that  we  had  six  thousand  voters 
in  Hamilton  county  at  our  back,  bore  good ' fruit,  and 
already  the  next  day  the  committee  reported  the  bill 
to  the  Senate,  with  a recommendation  to  indefinitely 
postpone  the  same,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  after  a 
negative  vote  to  reconsider,  the  bill  was  dead  for  that 
yeär  at  least. 

But  the  matter  had  a postlüdium  to  it,  an  after-play. 


Main  Office. 


Our  Company  had  during  the  seven  years  gained  a strong 
hold  among  many  of  our  large  property  owners  and 
business  men  in  Cincinnati,  who  recognized  the  great 
advantage  gained  by  our  Company  for  the  insuring  Com- 
munity, and  as  we  made  no  secret  of  the  maneuver  to 
legislate  us  out  of  existence,  and  the  names  of  Sherlock, 
Richardson  and  Searles  were  not  withheld  from  those 
asking  for  the  authors,  although  we  published  nothing 
in  the  papers,  a kind  of  boycott  was  inaugurated  against 
the  Companies  represented  by  the  aforesaid  officers  on 
the  part  of  several  of  our  large  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers,  who  had  insured  their  property,  beyond  what 
we  could  take,  and  their  shippings  in  these  Companies. 
Late  in  October  of  that  year  our  president,  Mr.  Hemmel- 
garn,  received  a letter  from  Mr.  A.  M.  Searles,  dated 
October  27,  1865,  which  was  laid  before  our  board  of 
directors,  and  by  their  instruction  I replied  to  Mr. 
Searles,  under  date  of  November  24th,  giving  our  side 
of  the  matter  in  full,  as  we  had  learned  the  facts  eight 
or  nine  months  before.  The  final  result  was,  that  Mr. 
Searles  resigned  as  president  of  the  Merchants  and 
Manufacturers  Insurance  Company  and  removed  to 
Buffalo,  whereupon  we  concluded  a peace  again  with 
that  Company.  The  City  Insurance  Company  had 
merged  with  two  other  Companies  into  the  “Enterprise 
Insurance  Company/’  and  Mr.  Sherlock  retired  from 
the  underwritership;  and  shortly  thereafter  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson removed  to  New  York.  In  this  way  our  Com- 
pany had  its  struggles  in  early  years,  but  they  were  all 
successfully  conquered.  Let  us  now  look  upon  the 
following  picture : 

Fifty  years  have  rolled  past  us  since  the  day  of  our 
founding.  In  full  strength  Stands  today  the  German 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  as  a monument  of  the 
public-spirited  enterprise  of  our  city  and  of  its  German 
element.  Öf  the  26  resp.  27  Cincinnati  fire  insurance 
Companies,  which  existed  at  the  time,  when  our  com- 
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pany  stepped  among  them  as  the  youngest  child  in  the 
insurance  business,  only  three  Companies  survive : the 
Cincinnati  Equitable,  the  Merchants  and  Manufacturers 
and  the  National  Insurance  Companies.  Moreover,  of 
18  stock  Companies,  fire  and  marine,  that  were  since 
organized,  to  wit : 


Andes, 

Amazon, 

Anchor, 

Aurora, 

Burnet, 

Enterprise, 


Eureka, 
Farmers’  and 
Mechanics’, 
Fidelity, 
Germania, 
Globe, 
Merchants, 


People’s, 
Security, 
Standard, 
Tobacco, 
Triumph  and 
Union. 


only  the  Eureka  and  Security  survive  to  the  present 
day.  Of  six  mutual  fire  insurance  Companies  organized 
since  then  in  our  city, — Home  Mutual,  Mechanics 
Mutual,  Merchants  Mutual,  Mutual  Fire,  Phoenix 
Mutual,  and  Sun  Mutual, — only  the  Sun  Mutual  is 
still  in  active  business.  According  to  this,  Cincinnati 
has  not  been  prosperous  with  its  insurance  Companies, 
and  the  Capital  sunken  by  the  stock  Companies  alone  in 
this  branch  by  our  business  people  ,is  estimated  at  be- 
tween  four  and  five  million  dollars.  “The  Germans, 
who  could  not  operate  such  a business  with  success,” 
as  the  “oracle”  among  the  prominent  Germans  of  1856 
expressed  himself,  and  the '“German  peasants  (Bauern), 
that  would  soon  be  with  the  affairs  at  the  end  of  their 
Latin,”  as  the  agent  of  1859  said  in  a public  resort,  have 
succeeded  in  building  up  a strong  and  powerful  insti- 
tution,  based  upon  a sound.  foundation,  and  lead  it  to 
unsurpassed  greatness.  The  author  hereof  may  well  say, 
that  it  was  not  a gäme  of  chance  and  good  luck,  that 
reared  us  to  our  high  position,  but  sound  mathematical 
calculations,  careful  inspections,  cautious  selections,  and 
a correct  principle  in  judging  the  possibilities  of  fire 
losses.  Furthermore,  strict  adherence  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  state  as  well  as  of  the  Company; 


\ 


absolute  honesty,  and  righteousness  in  the  administration 
of  its  business;  fair  dealings  between  the  assured  and 
the  sufferers  by  losses,  and  just  and  sufficient  indemni- 
fications  in  fire  losses  at  the  earliest  possible  time ; 
prompt  payment  or  repairs  of  damage  in  every  case, 
where  the  assured  had  not  of  their  own  accord  violated 
the  rules  and  regulations  of  their  policies  and  the  laws 
governing  the  Company.  It  may  be  here  stated,  that  in 
the  fifty  years  of  our  existence,  the  German  Mutual  had 
only  one  lawsuit  in  court  for  a fire  loss,  and  this  case 
was  in  all  instances  decided  in  favor  of  the  Company, 
because  the  plaintiff  had  violated  the  express  rules  laid 
down  in  the  policy  of  his  insurance. 

On  January  1,  1908,  the  Company,  which  employs 
no  agents  and  even  forbids  its  officers  and  employes  to 
solicit  for  risks,  and  which  confines  its  sphere  of  busi- 
ness to  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  had  in  force  over  9,000 
policies,  covering  $23,019,483.50  insurance.  The  grand 
total  of  its  available  assets  were  grown  to  $1,320,353.75, 
of  which  $498,330.04  were  in  cash  investments.  The 
total  amount  of  cash  premium  paid  by  its  members — 
i.  e.,  insured — from  the  Organization  of  the  Company 
to  December  31,  1907,  was  $1,614,732.77.  Of  this  the 
members  or  assured  received  for  payment  of  fire  losses 
$505,724.04,  and  in  dividends  $530,091.11  returned; 
what  with  the  available  cash  assets  on  hand  makes  the 
sum  of  $1,534,145.19,  so  that  in  the  fifty  years  of  busi- 
ness, of  the  money  paid  by  the  members,  only  $80,587.58 
were  consumed  as  running  expenses  of  the  Company 
for  fifty  years.  This  amount  was  more  than  totally 
expended  for  national,  state  and  county  taxes,  to  wit : 
$150,560.77. — Concerning  the  originally  much-talked-of 
doubts  about  the  premium  notes,  and  their  eventual 
payments  by  the  signers  thereof,  it  may  be  stated  here, 
that  the  Company  received  up  to  December  31,  1907, 
from  the  assured,  $6,927,398.31  such  premium  notes, 
of  which  up  to  that  date  $6,105,375.10  were  returned  to 


the  makers  thereof,  resp.  cancelled,  and  but  $822,023.21 
are  still  held  as  the  guarantee  Capital  of  the  Company 
in  force. 

Of  the  founders  (incorporators)  two  still  survive : 
H.  A.  Rattermann  and  George  Francis  Weiler.  Death 
has  certainly  reaped  a harvest  in  the  directorate  of  the 
Company,  as  the  following  list,  arranged  alphabetically, 
will  show.  (Those  marked  with  a cross  have  died; 
those  who  have  resigned  are  marked  with  an  asterisk.) 


fAhrens,  John  G., 
f Aull,  Jacob, 
fBallauf,  Louis, 
fBast,  John, 
f Baumgardner,  Jacob, 
Beckmann,  F.  W., 
f Beckmann,  Henry, 
f Bender,  W m., 
fBenz,  Francis, 
f Bley,  Anton, 
f Boehmer,  Albert, 
fBramsche,  George  F., 
fBrehm,  Andrew, 
fBuening,  Anthony, 
fDickmann,  H.  H., 
fDirker,  Dietrich, 
f Echert,  Peter, 
f Eckert,  Michael 
fFries,  Michael 
Froehlich,  Conrad, 
fGellenbeck,  Bernard, 
f Gramp,  Michael, 
f Guckenberger,  Charles, 


fHauck,  John, 
fHemmelgarn,  Henry, 
fHoeffer,  Francis, 
fHoeffer,  Nickolaus, 
fHoffmann,  Michael, 
f Hornung,  Adam,  Sr., 
fHubing,  John  W., 
fHust,  Jacob, 
flmwalle,  J.  B., 
tJohannigmann,  Mathias, 
fKallendorf,  Friedrich, 
f Kallmeyer,  Friedrich, 
*Karrmann,  Ferdinand, 
fKleiner,  Meinrad, 
fKlotter,  George,  Sr., 
Kohmescher,  J.  H., 
fKrueckemeyer,  Louis, 
f ICuhlmann,  H.  H., 
fKuerze,  Robert  M., 
*Lackman,  Albert, 
fLang,  Julius, 

Luebbert,  C.  W.  H., 
fMeier,  H.  Wm., 


fMoerlein,  Christian, 
f Mueller,  Henry, 
fNiehaus,  Henry, 
fNiehaus,  Joseph, 
f Pfiester,  Frederick, 
fRattermann,  J.  H., 
Rielag,  John  H., 
f Roewekamp,  F.  H., 
*Sander,  Adolph, 
f Sanning,  J.  H., 
JScherer,  Joseph, 
f Schmidt,  Henry, 
Schreiber,  Leonard, 
fSchroeder,  F.  C., 
f Sicking,  Henry, 
fSiefert,  Joseph, 
fStalkamp,  Henry, 
fStehmann,  John, 
fVerkamp,  G.  H., 
Verkamp,  J.  B., 
fVonderheide,  Francis, 
Weiss,  Charles, 
Wuest,  Adam  J. 


The  present  directorate  is  composed  of  the  following  gentlemen  : 


F.  W.  Beckmann,  C.  W.  H.  Luebbert,  Jos.  B.  Verkamp, 

Conrad  Froehlich,  John  H.  Rielag,  Charles  Weiss, 

J.  H.  Kohmescher,  Leonard  Schreiber,  A.  J.  Wuest, 


Presidents  of  the  Company. 

Jacob  Hust, 1858 

H.  H.  Dickmann, 1859 

George  Klotter,  Sr., 1860 

Anthony  Bley, 1861 

Henry  Schmidt, 1862 

Henry  Hemmelgarn, 1863-1866 

George  Klotter,  Sr., 1867 

Frederick  Kallendorf, 1868 

F.  H.  Roewekamp, 1869-1881 

Died  July  3,  1881 ; succeeded  by 

Henry  Hemmelgarn, 1881-1893 

Died  February  6,  1893,  was  succeeded  by 

George  F.  Bramsche, 1893 

Who  died  on  December  12,  1893.  His  successor  is 
Leonard  Schreiber, 1893-1908 


Who  is  now  the  President  of  the  Company. 

Secretary  of  the  Company. 

H.  A.  Rattermann,  who  was  elected  to  the  office  on  April 
20,  1858,  who  still  continues  in  same  position,  being  re-elected  for 
the  fifty-first  time  on  January  13,  1908. 


Treasurers  of  the  Company. 

Adam  Hornung,  Sr.,  1858-1859 

Joseph  Siefert, 1860-1861 

Michael  Fries, 1862 

Andrew  Brehm, 1863-1864 

Frederick  Kallendorf, 1865-1866 

Frederick  Pfiester, .1867-1868 

Albert  Boehmer, 1869-1883 

Died  June  11,  1883;  was  succeeded  by 

George  F.  Bramsche,  . 1883-1893 

Resigned  February  8,  1893,  and  was  elected  President. 
His  successor  was 

Joseph  B.  Imwalle, 1893-1895 

Died  August  31,  1895,  and  was  succeeded  by 

G.  H.  Verkamp, 1895-1897 

Died  June  28,  1897 ; in  his  stead  was  elected 

Ferdinand  Karrmann,  1897-1905 

Resigned  and  was  succeeded  by 

C.  W.  H.  Luebbert, 1905-1908 

The  present  incumbent. 


Assistant  Secretaries  and  Bookkeepers. 

George  Klotter,  Jr.,  1860-1861,  resigned  June  1,  1861. 

Joseph  Sebastiani,  from  July  1,  1861-1908.  Died  April  17,  1908. 
Theodore  Wilmes,  from  October  1,  1868-1906.  Died  January 
15,  1906. 

F.  D.  Rattermann,  from  October  1,  1895,  now  First  Ass’t  Sec- 
retary. 

F.  J.  Schmitt,  from  April  1,  1904,  Second  Ass’t  Secretary. 

J.  F.  Overbeck,  from  July  12,  1905,  Ass’t  Secretary  and  Book- 
keeper. 

Surveyors  and  Inspectors. 

John  Gervers,  elected  June  1,  1858;  died  July  15,  1888. 

George  Klotter,  Jr.,  elected  January,  1863 ; resigned  April  1,  1867. 
Frederick  Blum,  elected  April  10,  1867 ; died  June  15,  1902. 
Dietrich  Kallendorf,  elected  August,  1888;  died  November 
23,  1888. 

Charles  Kallendorf,  elected  November,  1888-1899. 

Joseph  Hilgefort,  elected  August  8,  1888;  died  November  8, 1904. 
Paul  Christ,  elected  July  12,  1899;  died  April  7,  1906. 

Joseph  B.  Hellmann,  elected  December,  1904;  present  incumbent. 
Gottlieb  Hiller,  elected  June,  1906;  present  incumbent. 


